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CALIFORNIA WATER CODE DIVISION 6 
PART 2.6. URBAN WATER MANAGEMENT PLANNING 
All California Codes have been updated to include the 2010 Statutes. 
 
CHAPTER 1. GENERAL DECLARATION AND POLICY 10610-10610.4 
CHAPTER 2. DEFINITIONS     10611-10617 
CHAPTER 3. URBAN WATER MANAGEMENT PLANS 
   Article 1. General Provisions    10620-10621 
   Article 2. Contents of Plans    10630-10634 
   Article 2.5. Water Service Reliability   10635 
   Article 3. Adoption and Implementation of Plans  10640-10645 
CHAPTER 4. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS  10650-10656 

WATER CODE  
SECTION 10610-10610.4  
 
10610.  This part shall be known and may be cited as the "Urban 
Water Management Planning Act." 
 
10610.2.  (a) The Legislature finds and declares all of the 
following: 
   (1) The waters of the state are a limited and renewable resource 
subject to ever-increasing demands. 
   (2) The conservation and efficient use of urban water supplies are 
of statewide concern; however, the planning for that use and the 
implementation of those plans can best be accomplished at the local 
level. 
   (3) A long-term, reliable supply of water is essential to protect 
the productivity of California's businesses and economic climate. 
   (4) As part of its long-range planning activities, every urban 
water supplier should make every effort to ensure the appropriate 
level of reliability in its water service sufficient to meet the 
needs of its various categories of customers during normal, dry, and 
multiple dry water years. 
   (5) Public health issues have been raised over a number of 
contaminants that have been identified in certain local and imported 
water supplies. 
   (6) Implementing effective water management strategies, including 
groundwater storage projects and recycled water projects, may require 
specific water quality and salinity targets for meeting groundwater 
basins water quality objectives and promoting beneficial use of 
recycled water. 
   (7) Water quality regulations are becoming an increasingly 
important factor in water agencies' selection of raw water sources, 
treatment alternatives, and modifications to existing treatment 
facilities. 
   (8) Changes in drinking water quality standards may also impact 
the usefulness of water supplies and may ultimately impact supply 
reliability. 
   (9) The quality of source supplies can have a significant impact 
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on water management strategies and supply reliability. 
   (b) This part is intended to provide assistance to water agencies 
in carrying out their long-term resource planning responsibilities to 
ensure adequate water supplies to meet existing and future demands 
for water. 
 
10610.4.  The Legislature finds and declares that it is the policy 
of the state as follows: 
   (a) The management of urban water demands and efficient use of 
water shall be actively pursued to protect both the people of the 
state and their water resources. 
   (b) The management of urban water demands and efficient use of 
urban water supplies shall be a guiding criterion in public 
decisions. 
   (c) Urban water suppliers shall be required to develop water 
management plans to actively pursue the efficient use of available 
supplies. 

WATER CODE  
SECTION 10611-10617  
 
10611.  Unless the context otherwise requires, the definitions of 
this chapter govern the construction of this part. 
 
10611.5.  "Demand management" means those water conservation 
measures, programs, and incentives that prevent the waste of water 
and promote the reasonable and efficient use and reuse of available 
supplies. 
 
10612.  "Customer" means a purchaser of water from a water supplier 
who uses the water for municipal purposes, including residential, 
commercial, governmental, and industrial uses. 
 
10613.  "Efficient use" means those management measures that result 
in the most effective use of water so as to prevent its waste or 
unreasonable use or unreasonable method of use. 
 
10614.  "Person" means any individual, firm, association, 
organization, partnership, business, trust, corporation, company, 
public agency, or any agency of such an entity. 
 
10615.  "Plan" means an urban water management plan prepared 
pursuant to this part. A plan shall describe and evaluate sources of 
supply, reasonable and practical efficient uses, reclamation and 
demand management activities. The components of the plan may vary 
according to an individual community or area's characteristics and 
its capabilities to efficiently use and conserve water. The plan 
shall address measures for residential, commercial, governmental, and 
industrial water demand management as set forth in Article 2 
(commencing with Section 10630) of Chapter 3. In addition, a strategy 
and time schedule for implementation shall be included in the plan. 
 
10616.  "Public agency" means any board, commission, county, city 
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and county, city, regional agency, district, or other public entity. 
 
10616.5.  "Recycled water" means the reclamation and reuse of 
wastewater for beneficial use. 
 
10617.  "Urban water supplier" means a supplier, either publicly or 
privately owned, providing water for municipal purposes either 
directly or indirectly to more than 3,000 customers or supplying more 
than 3,000 acre-feet of water annually. An urban water supplier 
includes a supplier or contractor for water, regardless of the basis 
of right, which distributes or sells for ultimate resale to 
customers. This part applies only to water supplied from public water 
systems subject to Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 116275) of 
Part 12 of Division 104 of the Health and Safety Code. 

WATER CODE  
SECTION 10620-10621  
 
10620.  (a) Every urban water supplier shall prepare and adopt an 
urban water management plan in the manner set forth in Article 3 
(commencing with Section 10640). 
   (b) Every person that becomes an urban water supplier shall adopt 
an urban water management plan within one year after it has become an 
urban water supplier. 
   (c) An urban water supplier indirectly providing water shall not 
include planning elements in its water management plan as provided in 
Article 2 (commencing with Section 10630) that would be applicable 
to urban water suppliers or public agencies directly providing water, 
or to their customers, without the consent of those suppliers or 
public agencies. 
   (d) (1) An urban water supplier may satisfy the requirements of 
this part by participation in areawide, regional, watershed, or 
basinwide urban water management planning where those plans will 
reduce preparation costs and contribute to the achievement of 
conservation and efficient water use. 
   (2) Each urban water supplier shall coordinate the preparation of 
its plan with other appropriate agencies in the area, including other 
water suppliers that share a common source, water management 
agencies, and relevant public agencies, to the extent practicable. 
   (e) The urban water supplier may prepare the plan with its own 
staff, by contract, or in cooperation with other governmental 
agencies. 
   (f) An urban water supplier shall describe in the plan water 
management tools and options used by that entity that will maximize 
resources and minimize the need to import water from other regions. 
 
10621.  (a) Each urban water supplier shall update its plan at least 
once every five years on or before December 31, in years ending in 
five and zero. 
   (b) Every urban water supplier required to prepare a plan pursuant 
to this part shall, at least 60 days prior to the public hearing on 
the plan required by Section 10642, notify any city or county within 
which the supplier provides water supplies that the urban water 
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supplier will be reviewing the plan and considering amendments or 
changes to the plan. The urban water supplier may consult with, and 
obtain comments from, any city or county that receives notice 
pursuant to this subdivision. 
   (c) The amendments to, or changes in, the plan shall be adopted 
and filed in the manner set forth in Article 3 (commencing with 
Section 10640). 

WATER CODE  
SECTION 10630-10634  
 
10630.  It is the intention of the Legislature, in enacting this 
part, to permit levels of water management planning commensurate with 
the numbers of customers served and the volume of water supplied. 
 
10631.  A plan shall be adopted in accordance with this chapter that 
shall do all of the following: 
   (a) Describe the service area of the supplier, including current 
and projected population, climate, and other demographic factors 
affecting the supplier's water management planning. The projected 
population estimates shall be based upon data from the state, 
regional, or local service agency population projections within the 
service area of the urban water supplier and shall be in five-year 
increments to 20 years or as far as data is available. 
   (b) Identify and quantify, to the extent practicable, the existing 
and planned sources of water available to the supplier over the same 
five-year increments described in subdivision (a). If groundwater is 
identified as an existing or planned source of water available to 
the supplier, all of the following information shall be included in 
the plan: 
   (1) A copy of any groundwater management plan adopted by the urban 
water supplier, including plans adopted pursuant to Part 2.75 
(commencing with Section 10750), or any other specific authorization 
for groundwater management. 
   (2) A description of any groundwater basin or basins from which 
the urban water supplier pumps groundwater. For those basins for 
which a court or the board has adjudicated the rights to pump 
groundwater, a copy of the order or decree adopted by the court or 
the board and a description of the amount of groundwater the urban 
water supplier has the legal right to pump under the order or decree. 
For basins that have not been adjudicated, information as to whether 
the department has identified the basin or basins as overdrafted or 
has projected that the basin will become overdrafted if present 
management conditions continue, in the most current official 
departmental bulletin that characterizes the condition of the 
groundwater basin, and a detailed description of the efforts being 
undertaken by the urban water supplier to eliminate the long-term 
overdraft condition. 
   (3) A detailed description and analysis of the location, amount, 
and sufficiency of groundwater pumped by the urban water supplier for 
the past five years. The description and analysis shall be based on 
information that is reasonably available, including, but not limited 
to, historic use records. 
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   (4) A detailed description and analysis of the amount and location 
of groundwater that is projected to be pumped by the urban water 
supplier. The description and analysis shall be based on information 
that is reasonably available, including, but not limited to, historic 
use records. 
   (c) (1) Describe the reliability of the water supply and 
vulnerability to seasonal or climatic shortage, to the extent 
practicable, and provide data for each of the following: 
   (A) An average water year. 
   (B) A single dry water year. 
   (C) Multiple dry water years. 
   (2) For any water source that may not be available at a consistent 
level of use, given specific legal, environmental, water quality, or 
climatic factors, describe plans to supplement or replace that 
source with alternative sources or water demand management measures, 
to the extent practicable. 
   (d) Describe the opportunities for exchanges or transfers of water 
on a short-term or long-term basis. 
   (e) (1) Quantify, to the extent records are available, past and 
current water use, over the same five-year increments described in 
subdivision (a), and projected water use, identifying the uses among 
water use sectors, including, but not necessarily limited to, all of 
the following uses: 
   (A) Single-family residential. 
   (B) Multifamily. 
   (C) Commercial. 
   (D) Industrial. 
   (E) Institutional and governmental. 
   (F) Landscape. 
   (G) Sales to other agencies. 
   (H) Saline water intrusion barriers, groundwater recharge, or 
conjunctive use, or any combination thereof. 
   (I) Agricultural. 
   (2) The water use projections shall be in the same five-year 
increments described in subdivision (a). 
   (f) Provide a description of the supplier's water demand 
management measures. This description shall include all of the 
following: 
   (1) A description of each water demand management measure that is 
currently being implemented, or scheduled for implementation, 
including the steps necessary to implement any proposed measures, 
including, but not limited to, all of the following: 
   (A) Water survey programs for single-family residential and 
multifamily residential customers. 
   (B) Residential plumbing retrofit. 
   (C) System water audits, leak detection, and repair. 
   (D) Metering with commodity rates for all new connections and 
retrofit of existing connections. 
   (E) Large landscape conservation programs and incentives. 
   (F) High-efficiency washing machine rebate programs. 
   (G) Public information programs. 
   (H) School education programs. 
   (I) Conservation programs for commercial, industrial, and 
institutional accounts. 
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   (J) Wholesale agency programs. 
   (K) Conservation pricing. 
   (L) Water conservation coordinator. 
   (M) Water waste prohibition. 
   (N) Residential ultra-low-flush toilet replacement programs. 
   (2) A schedule of implementation for all water demand management 
measures proposed or described in the plan. 
   (3) A description of the methods, if any, that the supplier will 
use to evaluate the effectiveness of water demand management measures 
implemented or described under the plan. 
   (4) An estimate, if available, of existing conservation savings on 
water use within the supplier's service area, and the effect of the 
savings on the supplier's ability to further reduce demand. 
   (g) An evaluation of each water demand management measure listed 
in paragraph (1) of subdivision (f) that is not currently being 
implemented or scheduled for implementation. In the course of the 
evaluation, first consideration shall be given to water demand 
management measures, or combination of measures, that offer lower 
incremental costs than expanded or additional water supplies. This 
evaluation shall do all of the following: 
   (1) Take into account economic and noneconomic factors, including 
environmental, social, health, customer impact, and technological 
factors. 
   (2) Include a cost-benefit analysis, identifying total benefits 
and total costs. 
   (3) Include a description of funding available to implement any 
planned water supply project that would provide water at a higher 
unit cost. 
   (4) Include a description of the water supplier's legal authority 
to implement the measure and efforts to work with other relevant 
agencies to ensure the implementation of the measure and to share the 
cost of implementation. 
   (h) Include a description of all water supply projects and water 
supply programs that may be undertaken by the urban water supplier to 
meet the total projected water use as established pursuant to 
subdivision (a) of Section 10635. The urban water supplier shall 
include a detailed description of expected future projects and 
programs, other than the demand management programs identified 
pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (f), that the urban water 
supplier may implement to increase the amount of the water supply 
available to the urban water supplier in average, single-dry, and 
multiple-dry water years. The description shall identify specific 
projects and include a description of the increase in water supply 
that is expected to be available from each project. The description 
shall include an estimate with regard to the implementation timeline 
for each project or program. 
   (i) Describe the opportunities for development of desalinated 
water, including, but not limited to, ocean water, brackish water, 
and groundwater, as a long-term supply. 
   (j) For purposes of this part, urban water suppliers that are 
members of the California Urban Water Conservation Council shall be 
deemed in compliance with the requirements of subdivisions (f) and 
(g) by complying with all the provisions of the "Memorandum of 
Understanding Regarding Urban Water Conservation in California," 
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dated December 10, 2008, as it may be amended, and by submitting the 
annual reports required by Section 6.2 of that memorandum. 
   (k) Urban water suppliers that rely upon a wholesale agency for a 
source of water shall provide the wholesale agency with water use 
projections from that agency for that source of water in five-year 
increments to 20 years or as far as data is available. The wholesale 
agency shall provide information to the urban water supplier for 
inclusion in the urban water supplier's plan that identifies and 
quantifies, to the extent practicable, the existing and planned 
sources of water as required by subdivision (b), available from the 
wholesale agency to the urban water supplier over the same five-year 
increments, and during various water-year types in accordance with 
subdivision (c). An urban water supplier may rely upon water supply 
information provided by the wholesale agency in fulfilling the plan 
informational requirements of subdivisions (b) and (c). 
 
10631.1.  (a) The water use projections required by Section 10631 
shall include projected water use for single-family and multifamily 
residential housing needed for lower income households, as defined in 
Section 50079.5 of the Health and Safety Code, as identified in the 
housing element of any city, county, or city and county in the 
service area of the supplier. 
   (b) It is the intent of the Legislature that the identification of 
projected water use for single-family and multifamily residential 
housing for lower income households will assist a supplier in 
complying with the requirement under Section 65589.7 of the 
Government Code to grant a priority for the provision of service to 
housing units affordable to lower income households. 
 
10631.5.  (a) (1) Beginning January 1, 2009, the terms of, and 
eligibility for, a water management grant or loan made to an urban 
water supplier and awarded or administered by the department, state 
board, or California Bay-Delta Authority or its successor agency 
shall be conditioned on the implementation of the water demand 
management measures described in Section 10631, as determined by the 
department pursuant to subdivision (b). 
   (2) For the purposes of this section, water management grants and 
loans include funding for programs and projects for surface water or 
groundwater storage, recycling, desalination, water conservation, 
water supply reliability, and water supply augmentation. This section 
does not apply to water management projects funded by the federal 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Public Law 111-5). 
   (3) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), the department shall determine 
that an urban water supplier is eligible for a water management grant 
or loan even though the supplier is not implementing all of the 
water demand management measures described in Section 10631, if the 
urban water supplier has submitted to the department for approval a 
schedule, financing plan, and budget, to be included in the grant or 
loan agreement, for implementation of the water demand management 
measures. The supplier may request grant or loan funds to implement 
the water demand management measures to the extent the request is 
consistent with the eligibility requirements applicable to the water 
management funds. 
   (4) (A) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), the department shall 
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determine that an urban water supplier is eligible for a water 
management grant or loan even though the supplier is not implementing 
all of the water demand management measures described in Section 
10631, if an urban water supplier submits to the department for 
approval documentation demonstrating that a water demand management 
measure is not locally cost effective. If the department determines 
that the documentation submitted by the urban water supplier fails to 
demonstrate that a water demand management measure is not locally 
cost effective, the department shall notify the urban water supplier 
and the agency administering the grant or loan program within 120 
days that the documentation does not satisfy the requirements for an 
exemption, and include in that notification a detailed statement to 
support the determination. 
   (B) For purposes of this paragraph, "not locally cost effective" 
means that the present value of the local benefits of implementing a 
water demand management measure is less than the present value of the 
local costs of implementing that measure. 
   (b) (1) The department, in consultation with the state board and 
the California Bay-Delta Authority or its successor agency, and after 
soliciting public comment regarding eligibility requirements, shall 
develop eligibility requirements to implement the requirement of 
paragraph (1) of subdivision (a). In establishing these eligibility 
requirements, the department shall do both of the following: 
   (A) Consider the conservation measures described in the Memorandum 
of Understanding Regarding Urban Water Conservation in California, 
and alternative conservation approaches that provide equal or greater 
water savings. 
   (B) Recognize the different legal, technical, fiscal, and 
practical roles and responsibilities of wholesale water suppliers and 
retail water suppliers. 
   (2) (A) For the purposes of this section, the department shall 
determine whether an urban water supplier is implementing all of the 
water demand management measures described in Section 10631 based on 
either, or a combination, of the following: 
   (i) Compliance on an individual basis. 
   (ii) Compliance on a regional basis. Regional compliance shall 
require participation in a regional conservation program consisting 
of two or more urban water suppliers that achieves the level of 
conservation or water efficiency savings equivalent to the amount of 
conservation or savings achieved if each of the participating urban 
water suppliers implemented the water demand management measures. The 
urban water supplier administering the regional program shall 
provide participating urban water suppliers and the department with 
data to demonstrate that the regional program is consistent with this 
clause. The department shall review the data to determine whether 
the urban water suppliers in the regional program are meeting the 
eligibility requirements. 
   (B) The department may require additional information for any 
determination pursuant to this section. 
   (3) The department shall not deny eligibility to an urban water 
supplier in compliance with the requirements of this section that is 
participating in a multiagency water project, or an integrated 
regional water management plan, developed pursuant to Section 75026 
of the Public Resources Code, solely on the basis that one or more of 
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the agencies participating in the project or plan is not 
implementing all of the water demand management measures described in 
Section 10631. 
   (c) In establishing guidelines pursuant to the specific funding 
authorization for any water management grant or loan program subject 
to this section, the agency administering the grant or loan program 
shall include in the guidelines the eligibility requirements 
developed by the department pursuant to subdivision (b). 
   (d) Upon receipt of a water management grant or loan application 
by an agency administering a grant and loan program subject to this 
section, the agency shall request an eligibility determination from 
the department with respect to the requirements of this section. The 
department shall respond to the request within 60 days of the 
request. 
   (e) The urban water supplier may submit to the department copies 
of its annual reports and other relevant documents to assist the 
department in determining whether the urban water supplier is 
implementing or scheduling the implementation of water demand 
management activities. In addition, for urban water suppliers that 
are signatories to the Memorandum of Understanding Regarding Urban 
Water Conservation in California and submit biennial reports to the 
California Urban Water Conservation Council in accordance with the 
memorandum, the department may use these reports to assist in 
tracking the implementation of water demand management measures. 
   (f) This section shall remain in effect only until July 1, 2016, 
and as of that date is repealed, unless a later enacted statute, that 
is enacted before July 1, 2016, deletes or extends that date. 
 
10631.7.  The department, in consultation with the California Urban 
Water Conservation Council, shall convene an independent technical 
panel to provide information and recommendations to the department 
and the Legislature on new demand management measures, technologies, 
and approaches. The panel shall consist of no more than seven 
members, who shall be selected by the department to reflect a 
balanced representation of experts. The panel shall have at least 
one, but no more than two, representatives from each of the 
following: retail water suppliers, environmental organizations, the 
business community, wholesale water suppliers, and academia. The 
panel shall be convened by January 1, 2009, and shall report to the 
Legislature no later than January 1, 2010, and every five years 
thereafter. The department shall review the panel report and include 
in the final report to the Legislature the department's 
recommendations and comments regarding the panel process and the 
panel's recommendations. 
 
10632.  (a) The plan shall provide an urban water shortage 
contingency analysis that includes each of the following elements 
that are within the authority of the urban water supplier: 
   (1) Stages of action to be undertaken by the urban water supplier 
in response to water supply shortages, including up to a 50 percent 
reduction in water supply, and an outline of specific water supply 
conditions that are applicable to each stage. 
   (2) An estimate of the minimum water supply available during each 
of the next three water years based on the driest three-year historic 
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sequence for the agency's water supply. 
   (3) Actions to be undertaken by the urban water supplier to 
prepare for, and implement during, a catastrophic interruption of 
water supplies including, but not limited to, a regional power 
outage, an earthquake, or other disaster. 
   (4) Additional, mandatory prohibitions against specific water use 
practices during water shortages, including, but not limited to, 
prohibiting the use of potable water for street cleaning. 
   (5) Consumption reduction methods in the most restrictive stages. 
Each urban water supplier may use any type of consumption reduction 
methods in its water shortage contingency analysis that would reduce 
water use, are appropriate for its area, and have the ability to 
achieve a water use reduction consistent with up to a 50 percent 
reduction in water supply. 
   (6) Penalties or charges for excessive use, where applicable. 
   (7) An analysis of the impacts of each of the actions and 
conditions described in paragraphs (1) to (6), inclusive, on the 
revenues and expenditures of the urban water supplier, and proposed 
measures to overcome those impacts, such as the development of 
reserves and rate adjustments. 
   (8) A draft water shortage contingency resolution or ordinance. 
   (9) A mechanism for determining actual reductions in water use 
pursuant to the urban water shortage contingency analysis. 
   (b) Commencing with the urban water management plan update due 
December 31, 2015, for purposes of developing the water shortage 
contingency analysis pursuant to subdivision (a), the urban water 
supplier shall analyze and define water features that are 
artificially supplied with water, including ponds, lakes, waterfalls, 
and fountains, separately from swimming pools and spas, as defined 
in subdivision (a) of Section 115921 of the Health and Safety Code. 
 
10633.  The plan shall provide, to the extent available, information 
on recycled water and its potential for use as a water source in the 
service area of the urban water supplier. The preparation of the 
plan shall be coordinated with local water, wastewater, groundwater, 
and planning agencies that operate within the supplier's service 
area, and shall include all of the following: 
   (a) A description of the wastewater collection and treatment 
systems in the supplier's service area, including a quantification of 
the amount of wastewater collected and treated and the methods of 
wastewater disposal. 
   (b) A description of the quantity of treated wastewater that meets 
recycled water standards, is being discharged, and is otherwise 
available for use in a recycled water project. 
   (c) A description of the recycled water currently being used in 
the supplier's service area, including, but not limited to, the type, 
place, and quantity of use. 
   (d) A description and quantification of the potential uses of 
recycled water, including, but not limited to, agricultural 
irrigation, landscape irrigation, wildlife habitat enhancement, 
wetlands, industrial reuse, groundwater recharge, indirect potable 
reuse, and other appropriate uses, and a determination with regard to 
the technical and economic feasibility of serving those uses. 
   (e) The projected use of recycled water within the supplier's 
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service area at the end of 5, 10, 15, and 20 years, and a description 
of the actual use of recycled water in comparison to uses previously 
projected pursuant to this subdivision. 
   (f) A description of actions, including financial incentives, 
which may be taken to encourage the use of recycled water, and the 
projected results of these actions in terms of acre-feet of recycled 
water used per year. 
   (g) A plan for optimizing the use of recycled water in the 
supplier's service area, including actions to facilitate the 
installation of dual distribution systems, to promote recirculating 
uses, to facilitate the increased use of treated wastewater that 
meets recycled water standards, and to overcome any obstacles to 
achieving that increased use. 
 
10634.  The plan shall include information, to the extent 
practicable, relating to the quality of existing sources of water 
available to the supplier over the same five-year increments as 
described in subdivision (a) of Section 10631, and the manner in 
which water quality affects water management strategies and supply 
reliability. 

WATER CODE  
SECTION 10635  
 
10635.  (a) Every urban water supplier shall include, as part of its 
urban water management plan, an assessment of the reliability of its 
water service to its customers during normal, dry, and multiple dry 
water years. This water supply and demand assessment shall compare 
the total water supply sources available to the water supplier with 
the total projected water use over the next 20 years, in five-year 
increments, for a normal water year, a single dry water year, and 
multiple dry water years. The water service reliability assessment 
shall be based upon the information compiled pursuant to Section 
10631, including available data from state, regional, or local agency 
population projections within the service area of the urban water 
supplier. 
   (b) The urban water supplier shall provide that portion of its 
urban water management plan prepared pursuant to this article to any 
city or county within which it provides water supplies no later than 
60 days after the submission of its urban water management plan. 
   (c) Nothing in this article is intended to create a right or 
entitlement to water service or any specific level of water service. 
   (d) Nothing in this article is intended to change existing law 
concerning an urban water supplier's obligation to provide water 
service to its existing customers or to any potential future 
customers. 
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WATER CODE  
SECTION 10640-10645  
 
10640.  Every urban water supplier required to prepare a plan 
pursuant to this part shall prepare its plan pursuant to Article 2 
(commencing with Section 10630). 
   The supplier shall likewise periodically review the plan as 
required by Section 10621, and any amendments or changes required as 
a result of that review shall be adopted pursuant to this article. 
 
10641.  An urban water supplier required to prepare a plan may 
consult with, and obtain comments from, any public agency or state 
agency or any person who has special expertise with respect to water 
demand management methods and techniques. 
 
10642.  Each urban water supplier shall encourage the active 
involvement of diverse social, cultural, and economic elements of the 
population within the service area prior to and during the 
preparation of the plan. Prior to adopting a plan, the urban water 
supplier shall make the plan available for public inspection and 
shall hold a public hearing thereon. Prior to the hearing, notice of 
the time and place of hearing shall be published within the 
jurisdiction of the publicly owned water supplier pursuant to Section 
6066 of the Government Code. The urban water supplier shall provide 
notice of the time and place of hearing to any city or county within 
which the supplier provides water supplies. A privately owned water 
supplier shall provide an equivalent notice within its service area. 
After the hearing, the plan shall be adopted as prepared or as 
modified after the hearing. 
 
10643.  An urban water supplier shall implement its plan adopted 
pursuant to this chapter in accordance with the schedule set forth in 
its plan. 
 
10644.  (a) An urban water supplier shall submit to the department, 
the California State Library, and any city or county within which the 
supplier provides water supplies a copy of its plan no later than 30 
days after adoption. Copies of amendments or changes to the plans 
shall be submitted to the department, the California State Library, 
and any city or county within which the supplier provides water 
supplies within 30 days after adoption. 
   (b) The department shall prepare and submit to the Legislature, on 
or before December 31, in the years ending in six and one, a report 
summarizing the status of the plans adopted pursuant to this part. 
The report prepared by the department shall identify the exemplary 
elements of the individual plans. The department shall provide a copy 
of the report to each urban water supplier that has submitted its 
plan to the department. The department shall also prepare reports and 
provide data for any legislative hearings designed to consider the 
effectiveness of plans submitted pursuant to this part. 
   (c) (1) For the purpose of identifying the exemplary elements of 
the individual plans, the department shall identify in the report 
those water demand management measures adopted and implemented by 
specific urban water suppliers, and identified pursuant to Section 
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10631, that achieve water savings significantly above the levels 
established by the department to meet the requirements of Section 
10631.5. 
   (2) The department shall distribute to the panel convened pursuant 
to Section 10631.7 the results achieved by the implementation of 
those water demand management measures described in paragraph (1). 
   (3) The department shall make available to the public the standard 
the department will use to identify exemplary water demand 
management measures. 
 
10645.  Not later than 30 days after filing a copy of its plan with 
the department, the urban water supplier and the department shall 
make the plan available for public review during normal business 
hours. 
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WATER CODE  
SECTION 10650-10656  
 
10650.  Any actions or proceedings to attack, review, set aside, 
void, or annul the acts or decisions of an urban water supplier on 
the grounds of noncompliance with this part shall be commenced as 
follows: 
   (a) An action or proceeding alleging failure to adopt a plan shall 
be commenced within 18 months after that adoption is required by 
this part. 
   (b) Any action or proceeding alleging that a plan, or action taken 
pursuant to the plan, does not comply with this part shall be 
commenced within 90 days after filing of the plan or amendment 
thereto pursuant to Section 10644 or the taking of that action. 
 
10651.  In any action or proceeding to attack, review, set aside, 
void, or annul a plan, or an action taken pursuant to the plan by an 
urban water supplier on the grounds of noncompliance with this part, 
the inquiry shall extend only to whether there was a prejudicial 
abuse of discretion. Abuse of discretion is established if the 
supplier has not proceeded in a manner required by law or if the 
action by the water supplier is not supported by substantial 
evidence. 
 
10652.  The California Environmental Quality Act (Division 13 
(commencing with Section 21000) of the Public Resources Code) does 
not apply to the preparation and adoption of plans pursuant to this 
part or to the implementation of actions taken pursuant to Section 
10632. Nothing in this part shall be interpreted as exempting from 
the California Environmental Quality Act any project that would 
significantly affect water supplies for fish and wildlife, or any 
project for implementation of the plan, other than projects 
implementing Section 10632, or any project for expanded or additional 
water supplies. 
 
10653.  The adoption of a plan shall satisfy any requirements of 
state law, regulation, or order, including those of the State Water 
Resources Control Board and the Public Utilities Commission, for the 
preparation of water management plans or conservation plans; 
provided, that if the State Water Resources Control Board or the 
Public Utilities Commission requires additional information 
concerning water conservation to implement its existing authority, 
nothing in this part shall be deemed to limit the board or the 
commission in obtaining that information. The requirements of this 
part shall be satisfied by any urban water demand management plan 
prepared to meet federal laws or regulations after the effective date 
of this part, and which substantially meets the requirements of this 
part, or by any existing urban water management plan which includes 
the contents of a plan required under this part. 
 
10654.  An urban water supplier may recover in its rates the costs 
incurred in preparing its plan and implementing the reasonable water 
conservation measures included in the plan. Any best water management 
practice that is included in the plan that is identified in the 
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"Memorandum of Understanding Regarding Urban Water Conservation in 
California" is deemed to be reasonable for the purposes of this 
section. 
 
10655.  If any provision of this part or the application thereof to 
any person or circumstances is held invalid, that invalidity shall 
not affect other provisions or applications of this part which can be 
given effect without the invalid provision or application thereof, 
and to this end the provisions of this part are severable. 
 
10656.  An urban water supplier that does not prepare, adopt, and 
submit its urban water management plan to the department in 
accordance with this part, is ineligible to receive funding pursuant 
to Division 24 (commencing with Section 78500) or Division 26 
(commencing with Section 79000), or receive drought assistance from 
the state until the urban water management plan is submitted pursuant 
to this article. 



Senate Bill No. 7

CHAPTER 4

An act to amend and repeal Section 10631.5 of, to add Part 2.55
(commencing with Section 10608) to Division 6 of, and to repeal and add
Part 2.8 (commencing with Section 10800) of Division 6 of, the Water Code,
relating to water.

[Approved by Governor November 10, 2009. Filed with
Secretary of State November 10, 2009.]

legislative counsel’s digest

SB 7, Steinberg. Water conservation.
(1)  Existing law requires the Department of Water Resources to convene

an independent technical panel to provide information to the department
and the Legislature on new demand management measures, technologies,
and approaches. “Demand management measures” means those water
conservation measures, programs, and incentives that prevent the waste of
water and promote the reasonable and efficient use and reuse of available
supplies.

This bill would require the state to achieve a 20% reduction in urban per
capita water use in California by December 31, 2020. The state would be
required to make incremental progress towards this goal by reducing per
capita water use by at least 10% on or before December 31, 2015. The bill
would require each urban retail water supplier to develop urban water use
targets and an interim urban water use target, in accordance with specified
requirements. The bill would require agricultural water suppliers to
implement efficient water management practices. The bill would require
the department, in consultation with other state agencies, to develop a single
standardized water use reporting form. The bill, with certain exceptions,
would provide that urban retail water suppliers, on and after July 1, 2016,
and agricultural water suppliers, on and after July 1, 2013, are not eligible
for state water grants or loans unless they comply with the water conservation
requirements established by the bill. The bill would repeal, on July 1, 2016,
an existing requirement that conditions eligibility for certain water
management grants or loans to an urban water supplier on the implementation
of certain water demand management measures.

(2)  Existing law, until January 1, 1993, and thereafter only as specified,
requires certain agricultural water suppliers to prepare and adopt water
management plans.

This bill would revise existing law relating to agricultural water
management planning to require agricultural water suppliers to prepare and
adopt agricultural water management plans with specified components on
or before December 31, 2012, and update those plans on or before December
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31, 2015, and on or before December 31 every 5 years thereafter. An
agricultural water supplier that becomes an agricultural water supplier after
December 31, 2012, would be required to prepare and adopt an agricultural
water management plan within one year after becoming an agricultural
water supplier. The agricultural water supplier would be required to notify
each city or county within which the supplier provides water supplies with
regard to the preparation or review of the plan. The bill would require the
agricultural water supplier to submit copies of the plan to the department
and other specified entities. The bill would provide that an agricultural water
supplier is not eligible for state water grants or loans unless the supplier
complies with the water management planning requirements established by
the bill.

(3) The bill would take effect only if SB 1 and SB 6 of the 2009–10 7th
Extraordinary Session of the Legislature are enacted and become effective.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Part 2.55 (commencing with Section 10608) is added to
Division 6 of the Water Code, to read:

PART 2.55.  SUSTAINABLE WATER USE AND DEMAND REDUCTION

Chapter  1.  General Declarations and Policy

10608. The Legislature finds and declares all of the following:
(a)  Water is a public resource that the California Constitution protects

against waste and unreasonable use.
(b)  Growing population, climate change, and the need to protect and

grow California’s economy while protecting and restoring our fish and
wildlife habitats make it essential that the state manage its water resources
as efficiently as possible.

(c)  Diverse regional water supply portfolios will increase water supply
reliability and reduce dependence on the Delta.

(d)  Reduced water use through conservation provides significant energy
and environmental benefits, and can help protect water quality, improve
streamflows, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

(e)  The success of state and local water conservation programs to increase
efficiency of water use is best determined on the basis of measurable
outcomes related to water use or efficiency.

(f)  Improvements in technology and management practices offer the
potential for increasing water efficiency in California over time, providing
an essential water management tool to meet the need for water for urban,
agricultural, and environmental uses.

(g)  The Governor has called for a 20 percent per capita reduction in urban
water use statewide by 2020.
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(h)  The factors used to formulate water use efficiency targets can vary
significantly from location to location based on factors including weather,
patterns of urban and suburban development, and past efforts to enhance
water use efficiency.

(i)  Per capita water use is a valid measure of a water provider’s efforts
to reduce urban water use within its service area. However, per capita water
use is less useful for measuring relative water use efficiency between
different water providers. Differences in weather, historical patterns of urban
and suburban development, and density of housing in a particular location
need to be considered when assessing per capita water use as a measure of
efficiency.

10608.4. It is the intent of the Legislature, by the enactment of this part,
to do all of the following:

(a)  Require all water suppliers to increase the efficiency of use of this
essential resource.

(b)  Establish a framework to meet the state targets for urban water
conservation identified in this part and called for by the Governor.

(c)  Measure increased efficiency of urban water use on a per capita basis.
(d)  Establish a method or methods for urban retail water suppliers to

determine targets for achieving increased water use efficiency by the year
2020, in accordance with the Governor’s goal of a 20-percent reduction.

(e)  Establish consistent water use efficiency planning and implementation
standards for urban water suppliers and agricultural water suppliers.

(f)  Promote urban water conservation standards that are consistent with
the California Urban Water Conservation Council’s adopted best
management practices and the requirements for demand management in
Section 10631.

(g)  Establish standards that recognize and provide credit to water suppliers
that made substantial capital investments in urban water conservation since
the drought of the early 1990s.

(h)  Recognize and account for the investment of urban retail water
suppliers in providing recycled water for beneficial uses.

(i)  Require implementation of specified efficient water management
practices for agricultural water suppliers.

(j)  Support the economic productivity of California’s agricultural,
commercial, and industrial sectors.

(k)  Advance regional water resources management.
10608.8. (a)  (1)  Water use efficiency measures adopted and

implemented pursuant to this part or Part 2.8 (commencing with Section
10800) are water conservation measures subject to the protections provided
under Section 1011.

(2)  Because an urban agency is not required to meet its urban water use
target until 2020 pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 10608.24, an urban
retail water supplier’s failure to meet those targets shall not establish a
violation of law for purposes of any state administrative or judicial
proceeding prior to January 1, 2021. Nothing in this paragraph limits the
use of data reported to the department or the board in litigation or an
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administrative proceeding. This paragraph shall become inoperative on
January 1, 2021.

(3)  To the extent feasible, the department and the board shall provide for
the use of water conservation reports required under this part to meet the
requirements of Section 1011 for water conservation reporting.

(b)  This part does not limit or otherwise affect the application of Chapter
3.5 (commencing with Section 11340), Chapter 4 (commencing with Section
11370), Chapter 4.5 (commencing with Section 11400), and Chapter 5
(commencing with Section 11500) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the
Government Code.

(c)  This part does not require a reduction in the total water used in the
agricultural or urban sectors, because other factors, including, but not limited
to, changes in agricultural economics or population growth may have greater
effects on water use. This part does not limit the economic productivity of
California’s agricultural, commercial, or industrial sectors.

(d)  The requirements of this part do not apply to an agricultural water
supplier that is a party to the Quantification Settlement Agreement, as
defined in subdivision (a) of Section 1 of Chapter 617 of the Statutes of
2002, during the period within which the Quantification Settlement
Agreement remains in effect. After the expiration of the Quantification
Settlement Agreement, to the extent conservation water projects implemented
as part of the Quantification Settlement Agreement remain in effect, the
conserved water created as part of those projects shall be credited against
the obligations of the agricultural water supplier pursuant to this part.

Chapter  2.  Definitions

10608.12. Unless the context otherwise requires, the following definitions
govern the construction of this part:

(a)  “Agricultural water supplier” means a water supplier, either publicly
or privately owned, providing water to 10,000 or more irrigated acres,
excluding recycled water. “Agricultural water supplier” includes a supplier
or contractor for water, regardless of the basis of right, that distributes or
sells water for ultimate resale to customers. “Agricultural water supplier”
does not include the department.

(b)  “Base daily per capita water use” means any of the following:
(1)  The urban retail water supplier’s estimate of its average gross water

use, reported in gallons per capita per day and calculated over a continuous
10-year period ending no earlier than December 31, 2004, and no later than
December 31, 2010.

(2)  For an urban retail water supplier that meets at least 10 percent of its
2008 measured retail water demand through recycled water that is delivered
within the service area of an urban retail water supplier or its urban wholesale
water supplier, the urban retail water supplier may extend the calculation
described in paragraph (1) up to an additional five years to a maximum of
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a continuous 15-year period ending no earlier than December 31, 2004, and
no later than December 31, 2010.

(3)  For the purposes of Section 10608.22, the urban retail water supplier’s
estimate of its average gross water use, reported in gallons per capita per
day and calculated over a continuous five-year period ending no earlier than
December 31, 2007, and no later than December 31, 2010.

(c)  “Baseline commercial, industrial, and institutional water use” means
an urban retail water supplier’s base daily per capita water use for
commercial, industrial, and institutional users.

(d)  “Commercial water user” means a water user that provides or
distributes a product or service.

(e)  “Compliance daily per capita water use” means the gross water use
during the final year of the reporting period, reported in gallons per capita
per day.

(f)  “Disadvantaged community” means a community with an annual
median household income that is less than 80 percent of the statewide annual
median household income.

(g)  “Gross water use” means the total volume of water, whether treated
or untreated, entering the distribution system of an urban retail water
supplier, excluding all of the following:

(1)  Recycled water that is delivered within the service area of an urban
retail water supplier or its urban wholesale water supplier.

(2)  The net volume of water that the urban retail water supplier places
into long-term storage.

(3)  The volume of water the urban retail water supplier conveys for use
by another urban water supplier.

(4)  The volume of water delivered for agricultural use, except as otherwise
provided in subdivision (f) of Section 10608.24.

(h)  “Industrial water user” means a water user that is primarily a
manufacturer or processor of materials as defined by the North American
Industry Classification System code sectors 31 to 33, inclusive, or an entity
that is a water user primarily engaged in research and development.

(i)  “Institutional water user” means a water user dedicated to public
service. This type of user includes, among other users, higher education
institutions, schools, courts, churches, hospitals, government facilities, and
nonprofit research institutions.

(j)  “Interim urban water use target” means the midpoint between the
urban retail water supplier’s base daily per capita water use and the urban
retail water supplier’s urban water use target for 2020.

(k)  “Locally cost effective” means that the present value of the local
benefits of implementing an agricultural efficiency water management
practice is greater than or equal to the present value of the local cost of
implementing that measure.

(l)  “Process water” means water used for producing a product or product
content or water used for research and development, including, but not
limited to, continuous manufacturing processes, water used for testing and
maintaining equipment used in producing a product or product content, and
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water used in combined heat and power facilities used in producing a product
or product content. Process water does not mean incidental water uses not
related to the production of a product or product content, including, but not
limited to, water used for restrooms, landscaping, air conditioning, heating,
kitchens, and laundry.

(m)  “Recycled water” means recycled water, as defined in subdivision
(n) of Section 13050, that is used to offset potable demand, including
recycled water supplied for direct use and indirect potable reuse, that meets
the following requirements, where applicable:

(1)  For groundwater recharge, including recharge through spreading
basins, water supplies that are all of the following:

(A)  Metered.
(B)  Developed through planned investment by the urban water supplier

or a wastewater treatment agency.
(C)  Treated to a minimum tertiary level.
(D)  Delivered within the service area of an urban retail water supplier

or its urban wholesale water supplier that helps an urban retail water supplier
meet its urban water use target.

(2)  For reservoir augmentation, water supplies that meet the criteria of
paragraph (1) and are conveyed through a distribution system constructed
specifically for recycled water.

(n)  “Regional water resources management” means sources of supply
resulting from watershed-based planning for sustainable local water
reliability or any of the following alternative sources of water:

(1)  The capture and reuse of stormwater or rainwater.
(2)  The use of recycled water.
(3)  The desalination of brackish groundwater.
(4)  The conjunctive use of surface water and groundwater in a manner

that is consistent with the safe yield of the groundwater basin.
(o)  “Reporting period” means the years for which an urban retail water

supplier reports compliance with the urban water use targets.
(p)  “Urban retail water supplier” means a water supplier, either publicly

or privately owned, that directly provides potable municipal water to more
than 3,000 end users or that supplies more than 3,000 acre-feet of potable
water annually at retail for municipal purposes.

(q)  “Urban water use target” means the urban retail water supplier’s
targeted future daily per capita water use.

(r)  “Urban wholesale water supplier,” means a water supplier, either
publicly or privately owned, that provides more than 3,000 acre-feet of
water annually at wholesale for potable municipal purposes.

Chapter  3.  Urban Retail Water Suppliers

10608.16. (a)  The state shall achieve a 20-percent reduction in urban
per capita water use in California on or before December 31, 2020.
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(b)  The state shall make incremental progress towards the state target
specified in subdivision (a) by reducing urban per capita water use by at
least 10 percent on or before December 31, 2015.

10608.20. (a)  (1)  Each urban retail water supplier shall develop urban
water use targets and an interim urban water use target by July 1, 2011.
Urban retail water suppliers may elect to determine and report progress
toward achieving these targets on an individual or regional basis, as provided
in subdivision (a) of Section 10608.28, and may determine the targets on a
fiscal year or calendar year basis.

(2)  It is the intent of the Legislature that the urban water use targets
described in subdivision (a) cumulatively result in a 20-percent reduction
from the baseline daily per capita water use by December 31, 2020.

(b)  An urban retail water supplier shall adopt one of the following
methods for determining its urban water use target pursuant to subdivision
(a):

(1)  Eighty percent of the urban retail water supplier’s baseline per capita
daily water use.

(2)  The per capita daily water use that is estimated using the sum of the
following performance standards:

(A)  For indoor residential water use, 55 gallons per capita daily water
use as a provisional standard. Upon completion of the department’s 2016
report to the Legislature pursuant to Section 10608.42, this standard may
be adjusted by the Legislature by statute.

(B)  For landscape irrigated through dedicated or residential meters or
connections, water efficiency equivalent to the standards of the Model Water
Efficient Landscape Ordinance set forth in Chapter 2.7 (commencing with
Section 490) of Division 2 of Title 23 of the California Code of Regulations,
as in effect the later of the year of the landscape’s installation or 1992. An
urban retail water supplier using the approach specified in this subparagraph
shall use satellite imagery, site visits, or other best available technology to
develop an accurate estimate of landscaped areas.

(C)  For commercial, industrial, and institutional uses, a 10-percent
reduction in water use from the baseline commercial, industrial, and
institutional water use by 2020.

(3)  Ninety-five percent of the applicable state hydrologic region target,
as set forth in the state’s draft 20x2020 Water Conservation Plan (dated
April 30, 2009). If the service area of an urban water supplier includes more
than one hydrologic region, the supplier shall apportion its service area to
each region based on population or area.

(4)  A method that shall be identified and developed by the department,
through a public process, and reported to the Legislature no later than
December 31, 2010. The method developed by the department shall identify
per capita targets that cumulatively result in a statewide 20-percent reduction
in urban daily per capita water use by December 31, 2020. In developing
urban daily per capita water use targets, the department shall do all of the
following:

(A)  Consider climatic differences within the state.
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(B)  Consider population density differences within the state.
(C)  Provide flexibility to communities and regions in meeting the targets.
(D)  Consider different levels of per capita water use according to plant

water needs in different regions.
(E)  Consider different levels of commercial, industrial, and institutional

water use in different regions of the state.
(F)  Avoid placing an undue hardship on communities that have

implemented conservation measures or taken actions to keep per capita
water use low.

(c)  If the department adopts a regulation pursuant to paragraph (4) of
subdivision (b) that results in a requirement that an urban retail water supplier
achieve a reduction in daily per capita water use that is greater than 20
percent by December 31, 2020, an urban retail water supplier that adopted
the method described in paragraph (4) of subdivision (b) may limit its urban
water use target to a reduction of not more than 20 percent by December
31, 2020, by adopting the method described in paragraph (1) of subdivision
(b).

(d)  The department shall update the method described in paragraph (4)
of subdivision (b) and report to the Legislature by December 31, 2014. An
urban retail water supplier that adopted the method described in paragraph
(4) of subdivision (b) may adopt a new urban daily per capita water use
target pursuant to this updated method.

(e)  An urban retail water supplier shall include in its urban water
management plan required pursuant to Part 2.6 (commencing with Section
10610) due in 2010 the baseline daily per capita water use, urban water use
target, interim urban water use target, and compliance daily per capita water
use, along with the bases for determining those estimates, including
references to supporting data.

(f)  When calculating per capita values for the purposes of this chapter,
an urban retail water supplier shall determine population using federal, state,
and local population reports and projections.

(g)  An urban retail water supplier may update its 2020 urban water use
target in its 2015 urban water management plan required pursuant to Part
2.6 (commencing with Section 10610).

(h)  (1)  The department, through a public process and in consultation
with the California Urban Water Conservation Council, shall develop
technical methodologies and criteria for the consistent implementation of
this part, including, but not limited to, both of the following:

(A)  Methodologies for calculating base daily per capita water use,
baseline commercial, industrial, and institutional water use, compliance
daily per capita water use, gross water use, service area population, indoor
residential water use, and landscaped area water use.

(B)  Criteria for adjustments pursuant to subdivisions (d) and (e) of Section
10608.24.

(2)  The department shall post the methodologies and criteria developed
pursuant to this subdivision on its Internet Web site, and make written copies
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available, by October 1, 2010. An urban retail water supplier shall use the
methods developed by the department in compliance with this part.

(i)  (1)  The department shall adopt regulations for implementation of the
provisions relating to process water in accordance with subdivision (l) of
Section 10608.12, subdivision (e) of Section 10608.24, and subdivision (d)
of Section 10608.26.

(2)  The initial adoption of a regulation authorized by this subdivision is
deemed to address an emergency, for purposes of Sections 11346.1 and
11349.6 of the Government Code, and the department is hereby exempted
for that purpose from the requirements of subdivision (b) of Section 11346.1
of the Government Code. After the initial adoption of an emergency
regulation pursuant to this subdivision, the department shall not request
approval from the Office of Administrative Law to readopt the regulation
as an emergency regulation pursuant to Section 11346.1 of the Government
Code.

(j)  An urban retail water supplier shall be granted an extension to July
1, 2011, for adoption of an urban water management plan pursuant to Part
2.6 (commencing with Section 10610) due in 2010 to allow use of technical
methodologies developed by the department pursuant to paragraph (4) of
subdivision (b) and subdivision (h). An urban retail water supplier that
adopts an urban water management plan due in 2010 that does not use the
methodologies developed by the department pursuant to subdivision (h)
shall amend the plan by July 1, 2011, to comply with this part.

10608.22. Notwithstanding the method adopted by an urban retail water
supplier pursuant to Section 10608.20, an urban retail water supplier’s per
capita daily water use reduction shall be no less than 5 percent of base daily
per capita water use as defined in paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) of Section
10608.12. This section does not apply to an urban retail water supplier with
a base daily per capita water use at or below 100 gallons per capita per day.

10608.24. (a)  Each urban retail water supplier shall meet its interim
urban water use target by December 31, 2015.

(b)  Each urban retail water supplier shall meet its urban water use target
by December 31, 2020.

(c)  An urban retail water supplier’s compliance daily per capita water
use shall be the measure of progress toward achievement of its urban water
use target.

(d)  (1)  When determining compliance daily per capita water use, an
urban retail water supplier may consider the following factors:

(A)  Differences in evapotranspiration and rainfall in the baseline period
compared to the compliance reporting period.

(B)  Substantial changes to commercial or industrial water use resulting
from increased business output and economic development that have
occurred during the reporting period.

(C)  Substantial changes to institutional water use resulting from fire
suppression services or other extraordinary events, or from new or expanded
operations, that have occurred during the reporting period.
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(2)  If the urban retail water supplier elects to adjust its estimate of
compliance daily per capita water use due to one or more of the factors
described in paragraph (1), it shall provide the basis for, and data supporting,
the adjustment in the report required by Section 10608.40.

(e)  When developing the urban water use target pursuant to Section
10608.20, an urban retail water supplier that has a substantial percentage
of industrial water use in its service area, may exclude process water from
the calculation of gross water use to avoid a disproportionate burden on
another customer sector.

(f)  (1)  An urban retail water supplier that includes agricultural water use
in an urban water management plan pursuant to Part 2.6 (commencing with
Section 10610) may include the agricultural water use in determining gross
water use. An urban retail water supplier that includes agricultural water
use in determining gross water use and develops its urban water use target
pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) of Section 10608.20 shall use
a water efficient standard for agricultural irrigation of 100 percent of
reference evapotranspiration multiplied by the crop coefficient for irrigated
acres.

(2)  An urban retail water supplier, that is also an agricultural water
supplier, is not subject to the requirements of Chapter 4 (commencing with
Section 10608.48), if the agricultural water use is incorporated into its urban
water use target pursuant to paragraph (1).

10608.26. (a)  In complying with this part, an urban retail water supplier
shall conduct at least one public hearing to accomplish all of the following:

(1)  Allow community input regarding the urban retail water supplier’s
implementation plan for complying with this part.

(2)  Consider the economic impacts of the urban retail water supplier’s
implementation plan for complying with this part.

(3)  Adopt a method, pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 10608.20,
for determining its urban water use target.

(b)  In complying with this part, an urban retail water supplier may meet
its urban water use target through efficiency improvements in any
combination among its customer sectors. An urban retail water supplier
shall avoid placing a disproportionate burden on any customer sector.

(c)  For an urban retail water supplier that supplies water to a United
States Department of Defense military installation, the urban retail water
supplier’s implementation plan for complying with this part shall consider
the United States Department of Defense military installation’s requirements
under federal Executive Order 13423.

(d)  (1)  Any ordinance or resolution adopted by an urban retail water
supplier after the effective date of this section shall not require existing
customers as of the effective date of this section, to undertake changes in
product formulation, operations, or equipment that would reduce process
water use, but may provide technical assistance and financial incentives to
those customers to implement efficiency measures for process water. This
section shall not limit an ordinance or resolution adopted pursuant to a
declaration of drought emergency by an urban retail water supplier.
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(2)  This part shall not be construed or enforced so as to interfere with
the requirements of Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 113980) to Chapter
13 (commencing with Section 114380), inclusive, of Part 7 of Division 104
of the Health and Safety Code, or any requirement or standard for the
protection of public health, public safety, or worker safety established by
federal, state, or local government or recommended by recognized standard
setting organizations or trade associations.

10608.28. (a)  An urban retail water supplier may meet its urban water
use target within its retail service area, or through mutual agreement, by
any of the following:

(1)  Through an urban wholesale water supplier.
(2)  Through a regional agency authorized to plan and implement water

conservation, including, but not limited to, an agency established under the
Bay Area Water Supply and Conservation Agency Act (Division 31
(commencing with Section 81300)).

(3)  Through a regional water management group as defined in Section
10537.

(4)  By an integrated regional water management funding area.
(5)  By hydrologic region.
(6)  Through other appropriate geographic scales for which computation

methods have been developed by the department.
(b)  A regional water management group, with the written consent of its

member agencies, may undertake any or all planning, reporting, and
implementation functions under this chapter for the member agencies that
consent to those activities. Any data or reports shall provide information
both for the regional water management group and separately for each
consenting urban retail water supplier and urban wholesale water supplier.

10608.32. All costs incurred pursuant to this part by a water utility
regulated by the Public Utilities Commission may be recoverable in rates
subject to review and approval by the Public Utilities Commission, and may
be recorded in a memorandum account and reviewed for reasonableness by
the Public Utilities Commission.

10608.36. Urban wholesale water suppliers shall include in the urban
water management plans required pursuant to Part 2.6 (commencing with
Section 10610) an assessment of their present and proposed future measures,
programs, and policies to help achieve the water use reductions required by
this part.

10608.40. Urban water retail suppliers shall report to the department on
their progress in meeting their urban water use targets as part of their urban
water management plans submitted pursuant to Section 10631. The data
shall be reported using a standardized form developed pursuant to Section
10608.52.

10608.42. The department shall review the 2015 urban water
management plans and report to the Legislature by December 31, 2016, on
progress towards achieving a 20-percent reduction in urban water use by
December 31, 2020. The report shall include recommendations on changes
to water efficiency standards or urban water use targets in order to achieve
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the 20-percent reduction and to reflect updated efficiency information and
technology changes.

10608.43. The department, in conjunction with the California Urban
Water Conservation Council, by April 1, 2010, shall convene a representative
task force consisting of academic experts, urban retail water suppliers,
environmental organizations, commercial water users, industrial water users,
and institutional water users to develop alternative best management practices
for commercial, industrial, and institutional users and an assessment of the
potential statewide water use efficiency improvement in the commercial,
industrial, and institutional sectors that would result from implementation
of these best management practices. The taskforce, in conjunction with the
department, shall submit a report to the Legislature by April 1, 2012, that
shall include a review of multiple sectors within commercial, industrial,
and institutional users and that shall recommend water use efficiency
standards for commercial, industrial, and institutional users among various
sectors of water use. The report shall include, but not be limited to, the
following:

(a)  Appropriate metrics for evaluating commercial, industrial, and
institutional water use.

(b)  Evaluation of water demands for manufacturing processes, goods,
and cooling.

(c)  Evaluation of public infrastructure necessary for delivery of recycled
water to the commercial, industrial, and institutional sectors.

(d)  Evaluation of institutional and economic barriers to increased recycled
water use within the commercial, industrial, and institutional sectors.

(e)  Identification of technical feasibility and cost of the best management
practices to achieve more efficient water use statewide in the commercial,
industrial, and institutional sectors that is consistent with the public interest
and reflects past investments in water use efficiency.

10608.44. Each state agency shall reduce water use on facilities it
operates to support urban retail water suppliers in meeting the target
identified in Section 10608.16.

Chapter  4. Agricultural Water Suppliers

10608.48. (a)  On or before July 31, 2012, an agricultural water supplier
shall implement efficient water management practices pursuant to
subdivisions (b) and (c).

(b)  Agricultural water suppliers shall implement all of the following
critical efficient management practices:

(1)  Measure the volume of water delivered to customers with sufficient
accuracy to comply with subdivision (a) of Section 531.10 and to implement
paragraph (2).

(2)  Adopt a pricing structure for water customers based at least in part
on quantity delivered.
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(c)  Agricultural water suppliers shall implement additional efficient
management practices, including, but not limited to, practices to accomplish
all of the following, if the measures are locally cost effective and technically
feasible:

(1)  Facilitate alternative land use for lands with exceptionally high water
duties or whose irrigation contributes to significant problems, including
drainage.

(2)  Facilitate use of available recycled water that otherwise would not
be used beneficially, meets all health and safety criteria, and does not harm
crops or soils.

(3)  Facilitate the financing of capital improvements for on-farm irrigation
systems.

(4)  Implement an incentive pricing structure that promotes one or more
of the following goals:

(A)  More efficient water use at the farm level.
(B)  Conjunctive use of groundwater.
(C)  Appropriate increase of groundwater recharge.
(D)  Reduction in problem drainage.
(E)  Improved management of environmental resources.
(F)  Effective management of all water sources throughout the year by

adjusting seasonal pricing structures based on current conditions.
(5)  Expand line or pipe distribution systems, and construct regulatory

reservoirs to increase distribution system flexibility and capacity, decrease
maintenance, and reduce seepage.

(6)  Increase flexibility in water ordering by, and delivery to, water
customers within operational limits.

(7)  Construct and operate supplier spill and tailwater recovery systems.
(8)  Increase planned conjunctive use of surface water and groundwater

within the supplier service area.
(9)  Automate canal control structures.
(10)  Facilitate or promote customer pump testing and evaluation.
(11)  Designate a water conservation coordinator who will develop and

implement the water management plan and prepare progress reports.
(12)  Provide for the availability of water management services to water

users. These services may include, but are not limited to, all of the following:
(A)  On-farm irrigation and drainage system evaluations.
(B)  Normal year and real-time irrigation scheduling and crop

evapotranspiration information.
(C)  Surface water, groundwater, and drainage water quantity and quality

data.
(D)  Agricultural water management educational programs and materials

for farmers, staff, and the public.
(13)  Evaluate the policies of agencies that provide the supplier with water

to identify the potential for institutional changes to allow more flexible
water deliveries and storage.

(14)  Evaluate and improve the efficiencies of the supplier’s pumps.
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(d)  Agricultural water suppliers shall include in the agricultural water
management plans required pursuant to Part 2.8 (commencing with Section
10800) a report on which efficient water management practices have been
implemented and are planned to be implemented, an estimate of the water
use efficiency improvements that have occurred since the last report, and
an estimate of the water use efficiency improvements estimated to occur
five and 10 years in the future. If an agricultural water supplier determines
that an efficient water management practice is not locally cost effective or
technically feasible, the supplier shall submit information documenting that
determination.

(e)  The data shall be reported using a standardized form developed
pursuant to Section 10608.52.

(f)  An agricultural water supplier may meet the requirements of
subdivisions (d) and (e) by submitting to the department a water conservation
plan submitted to the United States Bureau of Reclamation that meets the
requirements described in Section 10828.

(g)  On or before December 31, 2013, December 31, 2016, and December
31, 2021, the department, in consultation with the board, shall submit to the
Legislature a report on the agricultural efficient water management practices
that have been implemented and are planned to be implemented and an
assessment of the manner in which the implementation of those efficient
water management practices has affected and will affect agricultural
operations, including estimated water use efficiency improvements, if any.

(h)  The department may update the efficient water management practices
required pursuant to subdivision (c), in consultation with the Agricultural
Water Management Council, the United States Bureau of Reclamation, and
the board. All efficient water management practices for agricultural water
use pursuant to this chapter shall be adopted or revised by the department
only after the department conducts public hearings to allow participation
of the diverse geographical areas and interests of the state.

(i)  (1)  The department shall adopt regulations that provide for a range
of options that agricultural water suppliers may use or implement to comply
with the measurement requirement in paragraph (1) of subdivision (b).

(2)  The initial adoption of a regulation authorized by this subdivision is
deemed to address an emergency, for purposes of Sections 11346.1 and
11349.6 of the Government Code, and the department is hereby exempted
for that purpose from the requirements of subdivision (b) of Section 11346.1
of the Government Code. After the initial adoption of an emergency
regulation pursuant to this subdivision, the department shall not request
approval from the Office of Administrative Law to readopt the regulation
as an emergency regulation pursuant to Section 11346.1 of the Government
Code.
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Chapter  5.  Sustainable Water Management

10608.50. (a)  The department, in consultation with the board, shall
promote implementation of regional water resources management practices
through increased incentives and removal of barriers consistent with state
and federal law. Potential changes may include, but are not limited to, all
of the following:

(1)  Revisions to the requirements for urban and agricultural water
management plans.

(2)  Revisions to the requirements for integrated regional water
management plans.

(3)  Revisions to the eligibility for state water management grants and
loans.

(4)  Revisions to state or local permitting requirements that increase water
supply opportunities, but do not weaken water quality protection under state
and federal law.

(5)  Increased funding for research, feasibility studies, and project
construction.

(6)  Expanding technical and educational support for local land use and
water management agencies.

(b)  No later than January 1, 2011, and updated as part of the California
Water Plan, the department, in consultation with the board, and with public
input, shall propose new statewide targets, or review and update existing
statewide targets, for regional water resources management practices,
including, but not limited to, recycled water, brackish groundwater
desalination, and infiltration and direct use of urban stormwater runoff.

Chapter  6.  Standardized Data Collection

10608.52. (a)  The department, in consultation with the board, the
California Bay-Delta Authority or its successor agency, the State Department
of Public Health, and the Public Utilities Commission, shall develop a single
standardized water use reporting form to meet the water use information
needs of each agency, including the needs of urban water suppliers that elect
to determine and report progress toward achieving targets on a regional
basis as provided in subdivision (a) of Section 10608.28.

(b)  At a minimum, the form shall be developed to accommodate
information sufficient to assess an urban water supplier’s compliance with
conservation targets pursuant to Section 10608.24 and an agricultural water
supplier’s compliance with implementation of efficient water management
practices pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 10608.48. The form shall
accommodate reporting by urban water suppliers on an individual or regional
basis as provided in subdivision (a) of Section 10608.28.
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Chapter  7.  Funding Provisions

10608.56. (a)  On and after July 1, 2016, an urban retail water supplier
is not eligible for a water grant or loan awarded or administered by the state
unless the supplier complies with this part.

(b)  On and after July 1, 2013, an agricultural water supplier is not eligible
for a water grant or loan awarded or administered by the state unless the
supplier complies with this part.

(c)  Notwithstanding subdivision (a), the department shall determine that
an urban retail water supplier is eligible for a water grant or loan even though
the supplier has not met the per capita reductions required pursuant to Section
10608.24, if the urban retail water supplier has submitted to the department
for approval a schedule, financing plan, and budget, to be included in the
grant or loan agreement, for achieving the per capita reductions. The supplier
may request grant or loan funds to achieve the per capita reductions to the
extent the request is consistent with the eligibility requirements applicable
to the water funds.

(d)  Notwithstanding subdivision (b), the department shall determine that
an agricultural water supplier is eligible for a water grant or loan even though
the supplier is not implementing all of the efficient water management
practices described in Section 10608.48, if the agricultural water supplier
has submitted to the department for approval a schedule, financing plan,
and budget, to be included in the grant or loan agreement, for implementation
of the efficient water management practices. The supplier may request grant
or loan funds to implement the efficient water management practices to the
extent the request is consistent with the eligibility requirements applicable
to the water funds.

(e)  Notwithstanding subdivision (a), the department shall determine that
an urban retail water supplier is eligible for a water grant or loan even though
the supplier has not met the per capita reductions required pursuant to Section
10608.24, if the urban retail water supplier has submitted to the department
for approval documentation demonstrating that its entire service area
qualifies as a disadvantaged community.

(f)  The department shall not deny eligibility to an urban retail water
supplier or agricultural water supplier in compliance with the requirements
of this part and Part 2.8 (commencing with Section 10800), that is
participating in a multiagency water project, or an integrated regional water
management plan, developed pursuant to Section 75026 of the Public
Resources Code, solely on the basis that one or more of the agencies
participating in the project or plan is not implementing all of the requirements
of this part or Part 2.8 (commencing with Section 10800).

10608.60. (a)  It is the intent of the Legislature that funds made available
by Section 75026 of the Public Resources Code should be expended,
consistent with Division 43 (commencing with Section 75001) of the Public
Resources Code and upon appropriation by the Legislature, for grants to
implement this part. In the allocation of funding, it is the intent of the
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Legislature that the department give consideration to disadvantaged
communities to assist in implementing the requirements of this part.

(b)  It is the intent of the Legislature that funds made available by Section
75041 of the Public Resources Code, should be expended, consistent with
Division 43 (commencing with Section 75001) of the Public Resources
Code and upon appropriation by the Legislature, for direct expenditures to
implement this part.

Chapter  8.  Quantifying Agricultural Water Use Efficiency

10608.64. The department, in consultation with the Agricultural Water
Management Council, academic experts, and other stakeholders, shall
develop a methodology for quantifying the efficiency of agricultural water
use. Alternatives to be assessed shall include, but not be limited to,
determination of efficiency levels based on crop type or irrigation system
distribution uniformity. On or before December 31, 2011, the department
shall report to the Legislature on a proposed methodology and a plan for
implementation. The plan shall include the estimated implementation costs
and the types of data needed to support the methodology. Nothing in this
section authorizes the department to implement a methodology established
pursuant to this section.

SEC. 2. Section 10631.5 of the Water Code is amended to read:
10631.5. (a)  (1)  Beginning January 1, 2009, the terms of, and eligibility

for, a water management grant or loan made to an urban water supplier and
awarded or administered by the department, state board, or California
Bay-Delta Authority or its successor agency shall be conditioned on the
implementation of the water demand management measures described in
Section 10631, as determined by the department pursuant to subdivision
(b).

(2)  For the purposes of this section, water management grants and loans
include funding for programs and projects for surface water or groundwater
storage, recycling, desalination, water conservation, water supply reliability,
and water supply augmentation. This section does not apply to water
management projects funded by the federal American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Public Law 111-5).

(3)  Notwithstanding paragraph (1), the department shall determine that
an urban water supplier is eligible for a water management grant or loan
even though the supplier is not implementing all of the water demand
management measures described in Section 10631, if the urban water
supplier has submitted to the department for approval a schedule, financing
plan, and budget, to be included in the grant or loan agreement, for
implementation of the water demand management measures. The supplier
may request grant or loan funds to implement the water demand management
measures to the extent the request is consistent with the eligibility
requirements applicable to the water management funds.
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(4)  (A)  Notwithstanding paragraph (1), the department shall determine
that an urban water supplier is eligible for a water management grant or
loan even though the supplier is not implementing all of the water demand
management measures described in Section 10631, if an urban water supplier
submits to the department for approval documentation demonstrating that
a water demand management measure is not locally cost effective. If the
department determines that the documentation submitted by the urban water
supplier fails to demonstrate that a water demand management measure is
not locally cost effective, the department shall notify the urban water supplier
and the agency administering the grant or loan program within 120 days
that the documentation does not satisfy the requirements for an exemption,
and include in that notification a detailed statement to support the
determination.

(B)  For purposes of this paragraph, “not locally cost effective” means
that the present value of the local benefits of implementing a water demand
management measure is less than the present value of the local costs of
implementing that measure.

(b)  (1)  The department, in consultation with the state board and the
California Bay-Delta Authority or its successor agency, and after soliciting
public comment regarding eligibility requirements, shall develop eligibility
requirements to implement the requirement of paragraph (1) of subdivision
(a). In establishing these eligibility requirements, the department shall do
both of the following:

(A)  Consider the conservation measures described in the Memorandum
of Understanding Regarding Urban Water Conservation in California, and
alternative conservation approaches that provide equal or greater water
savings.

(B)  Recognize the different legal, technical, fiscal, and practical roles
and responsibilities of wholesale water suppliers and retail water suppliers.

(2)  (A)  For the purposes of this section, the department shall determine
whether an urban water supplier is implementing all of the water demand
management measures described in Section 10631 based on either, or a
combination, of the following:

(i)  Compliance on an individual basis.
(ii)  Compliance on a regional basis. Regional compliance shall require

participation in a regional conservation program consisting of two or more
urban water suppliers that achieves the level of conservation or water
efficiency savings equivalent to the amount of conservation or savings
achieved if each of the participating urban water suppliers implemented the
water demand management measures. The urban water supplier
administering the regional program shall provide participating urban water
suppliers and the department with data to demonstrate that the regional
program is consistent with this clause. The department shall review the data
to determine whether the urban water suppliers in the regional program are
meeting the eligibility requirements.

(B)  The department may require additional information for any
determination pursuant to this section.
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(3)  The department shall not deny eligibility to an urban water supplier
in compliance with the requirements of this section that is participating in
a multiagency water project, or an integrated regional water management
plan, developed pursuant to Section 75026 of the Public Resources Code,
solely on the basis that one or more of the agencies participating in the
project or plan is not implementing all of the water demand management
measures described in Section 10631.

(c)  In establishing guidelines pursuant to the specific funding
authorization for any water management grant or loan program subject to
this section, the agency administering the grant or loan program shall include
in the guidelines the eligibility requirements developed by the department
pursuant to subdivision (b).

(d)  Upon receipt of a water management grant or loan application by an
agency administering a grant and loan program subject to this section, the
agency shall request an eligibility determination from the department with
respect to the requirements of this section. The department shall respond to
the request within 60 days of the request.

(e)  The urban water supplier may submit to the department copies of its
annual reports and other relevant documents to assist the department in
determining whether the urban water supplier is implementing or scheduling
the implementation of water demand management activities. In addition,
for urban water suppliers that are signatories to the Memorandum of
Understanding Regarding Urban Water Conservation in California and
submit biennial reports to the California Urban Water Conservation Council
in accordance with the memorandum, the department may use these reports
to assist in tracking the implementation of water demand management
measures.

(f)  This section shall remain in effect only until July 1, 2016, and as of
that date is repealed, unless a later enacted statute, that is enacted before
July 1, 2016, deletes or extends that date.

SEC. 3. Part 2.8 (commencing with Section 10800) of Division 6 of the
Water Code is repealed.

SEC. 4. Part 2.8 (commencing with Section 10800) is added to Division
6 of the Water Code, to read:

PART 2.8. AGRICULTURAL WATER MANAGEMENT PLANNING

Chapter  1.  General Declarations and Policy

10800. This part shall be known and may be cited as the Agricultural
Water Management Planning Act.

10801. The Legislature finds and declares all of the following:
(a)  The waters of the state are a limited and renewable resource.
(b)  The California Constitution requires that water in the state be used

in a reasonable and beneficial manner.
(c)  Urban water districts are required to adopt water management plans.
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(d)  The conservation of agricultural water supplies is of great statewide
concern.

(e)  There is a great amount of reuse of delivered water, both inside and
outside the water service areas.

(f)  Significant noncrop beneficial uses are associated with agricultural
water use, including streamflows and wildlife habitat.

(g)  Significant opportunities exist in some areas, through improved
irrigation water management, to conserve water or to reduce the quantity
of highly saline or toxic drainage water.

(h)  Changes in water management practices should be carefully planned
and implemented to minimize adverse effects on other beneficial uses
currently being served.

(i)  Agricultural water suppliers that receive water from the federal Central
Valley Project are required by federal law to prepare and implement water
conservation plans.

(j)  Agricultural water users applying for a permit to appropriate water
from the board are required to prepare and implement water conservation
plans.

10802. The Legislature finds and declares that all of the following are
the policies of the state:

(a)  The conservation of water shall be pursued actively to protect both
the people of the state and the state’s water resources.

(b)  The conservation of agricultural water supplies shall be an important
criterion in public decisions with regard to water.

(c)  Agricultural water suppliers shall be required to prepare water
management plans to achieve conservation of water.

Chapter  2.  Definitions

10810. Unless the context otherwise requires, the definitions set forth
in this chapter govern the construction of this part.

10811. “Agricultural water management plan” or “plan” means an
agricultural water management plan prepared pursuant to this part.

10812. “Agricultural water supplier” has the same meaning as defined
in Section 10608.12.

10813. “Customer” means a purchaser of water from a water supplier
who uses water for agricultural purposes.

10814. “Person” means any individual, firm, association, organization,
partnership, business, trust, corporation, company, public agency, or any
agency of that entity.

10815. “Public agency” means any city, county, city and county, special
district, or other public entity.

10816. “Urban water supplier” has the same meaning as set forth in
Section 10617.
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10817. “Water conservation” means the efficient management of water
resources for beneficial uses, preventing waste, or accomplishing additional
benefits with the same amount of water.

Chapter  3. Agricultural Water Management Plans

Article 1.  General Provisions

10820. (a)  An agricultural water supplier shall prepare and adopt an
agricultural water management plan in the manner set forth in this chapter
on or before December 31, 2012, and shall update that plan on December
31, 2015, and on or before December 31 every five years thereafter.

(b)  Every supplier that becomes an agricultural water supplier after
December 31, 2012, shall prepare and adopt an agricultural water
management plan within one year after the date it has become an agricultural
water supplier.

(c)  A water supplier that indirectly provides water to customers for
agricultural purposes shall not prepare a plan pursuant to this part without
the consent of each agricultural water supplier that directly provides that
water to its customers.

10821. (a)  An agricultural water supplier required to prepare a plan
pursuant to this part shall notify each city or county within which the supplier
provides water supplies that the agricultural water supplier will be preparing
the plan or reviewing the plan and considering amendments or changes to
the plan. The agricultural water supplier may consult with, and obtain
comments from, each city or county that receives notice pursuant to this
subdivision.

(b)  The amendments to, or changes in, the plan shall be adopted and
submitted in the manner set forth in Article 3 (commencing with Section
10840).

Article 2.  Contents of Plans

10825. (a)  It is the intent of the Legislature in enacting this part to allow
levels of water management planning commensurate with the numbers of
customers served and the volume of water supplied.

(b)  This part does not require the implementation of water conservation
programs or practices that are not locally cost effective.

10826. An agricultural water management plan shall be adopted in
accordance with this chapter. The plan shall do all of the following:

(a)  Describe the agricultural water supplier and the service area, including
all of the following:

(1)  Size of the service area.
(2)  Location of the service area and its water management facilities.
(3)  Terrain and soils.
(4)  Climate.
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(5)  Operating rules and regulations.
(6)  Water delivery measurements or calculations.
(7)  Water rate schedules and billing.
(8)  Water shortage allocation policies.
(b)  Describe the quantity and quality of water resources of the agricultural

water supplier, including all of the following:
(1)  Surface water supply.
(2)  Groundwater supply.
(3)  Other water supplies.
(4)  Source water quality monitoring practices.
(5)  Water uses within the agricultural water supplier’s service area,

including all of the following:
(A)  Agricultural.
(B)  Environmental.
(C)  Recreational.
(D)  Municipal and industrial.
(E)  Groundwater recharge.
(F)  Transfers and exchanges.
(G)  Other water uses.
(6)  Drainage from the water supplier’s service area.
(7)  Water accounting, including all of the following:
(A)  Quantifying the water supplier’s water supplies.
(B)  Tabulating water uses.
(C)  Overall water budget.
(8)  Water supply reliability.
(c)  Include an analysis, based on available information, of the effect of

climate change on future water supplies.
(d)  Describe previous water management activities.
(e)  Include in the plan the water use efficiency information required

pursuant to Section 10608.48.
10827. Agricultural water suppliers that are members of the Agricultural

Water Management Council, and that submit water management plans to
that council in accordance with the “Memorandum of Understanding
Regarding Efficient Water Management Practices By Agricultural Water
Suppliers In California,” dated January 1, 1999, may submit the water
management plans identifying water demand management measures currently
being implemented, or scheduled for implementation, to satisfy the
requirements of Section 10826.

10828. (a)  Agricultural water suppliers that are required to submit water
conservation plans to the United States Bureau of Reclamation pursuant to
either the Central Valley Project Improvement Act (Public Law 102-575)
or the Reclamation Reform Act of 1982, or both, may submit those water
conservation plans to satisfy the requirements of Section 10826, if both of
the following apply:

(1)  The agricultural water supplier has adopted and submitted the water
conservation plan to the United States Bureau of Reclamation within the
previous four years.
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(2)  The United States Bureau of Reclamation has accepted the water
conservation plan as adequate.

(b)  This part does not require agricultural water suppliers that are required
to submit water conservation plans to the United States Bureau of
Reclamation pursuant to either the Central Valley Project Improvement Act
(Public Law 102-575) or the Reclamation Reform Act of 1982, or both, to
prepare and adopt water conservation plans according to a schedule that is
different from that required by the United States Bureau of Reclamation.

10829. An agricultural water supplier may satisfy the requirements of
this part by adopting an urban water management plan pursuant to Part 2.6
(commencing with Section 10610) or by participation in areawide, regional,
watershed, or basinwide water management planning if those plans meet
or exceed the requirements of this part.

Article 3. Adoption and Implementation of Plans

10840. Every agricultural water supplier shall prepare its plan pursuant
to Article 2 (commencing with Section 10825).

10841. Prior to adopting a plan, the agricultural water supplier shall
make the proposed plan available for public inspection, and shall hold a
public hearing on the plan. Prior to the hearing, notice of the time and place
of hearing shall be published within the jurisdiction of the publicly owned
agricultural water supplier pursuant to Section 6066 of the Government
Code. A privately owned agricultural water supplier shall provide an
equivalent notice within its service area and shall provide a reasonably
equivalent opportunity that would otherwise be afforded through a public
hearing process for interested parties to provide input on the plan. After the
hearing, the plan shall be adopted as prepared or as modified during or after
the hearing.

10842. An agricultural water supplier shall implement the plan adopted
pursuant to this chapter in accordance with the schedule set forth in its plan,
as determined by the governing body of the agricultural water supplier.

10843. (a)  An agricultural water supplier shall submit to the entities
identified in subdivision (b) a copy of its plan no later than 30 days after
the adoption of the plan. Copies of amendments or changes to the plans
shall be submitted to the entities identified in subdivision (b) within 30 days
after the adoption of the amendments or changes.

(b)  An agricultural water supplier shall submit a copy of its plan and
amendments or changes to the plan to each of the following entities:

(1)  The department.
(2)  Any city, county, or city and county within which the agricultural

water supplier provides water supplies.
(3)  Any groundwater management entity within which jurisdiction the

agricultural water supplier extracts or provides water supplies.
(4)  Any urban water supplier within which jurisdiction the agricultural

water supplier provides water supplies.
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(5)  Any city or county library within which jurisdiction the agricultural
water supplier provides water supplies.

(6)  The California State Library.
(7)  Any local agency formation commission serving a county within

which the agricultural water supplier provides water supplies.
10844. (a)  Not later than 30 days after the date of adopting its plan, the

agricultural water supplier shall make the plan available for public review
on the agricultural water supplier’s Internet Web site.

(b)  An agricultural water supplier that does not have an Internet Web
site shall submit to the department, not later than 30 days after the date of
adopting its plan, a copy of the adopted plan in an electronic format. The
department shall make the plan available for public review on the
department’s Internet Web site.

10845. (a)  The department shall prepare and submit to the Legislature,
on or before December 31, 2013, and thereafter in the years ending in six
and years ending in one, a report summarizing the status of the plans adopted
pursuant to this part.

(b)  The report prepared by the department shall identify the outstanding
elements of any plan adopted pursuant to this part. The report shall include
an evaluation of the effectiveness of this part in promoting efficient
agricultural water management practices and recommendations relating to
proposed changes to this part, as appropriate.

(c)  The department shall provide a copy of the report to each agricultural
water supplier that has submitted its plan to the department. The department
shall also prepare reports and provide data for any legislative hearing
designed to consider the effectiveness of plans submitted pursuant to this
part.

(d)  This section does not authorize the department, in preparing the report,
to approve, disapprove, or critique individual plans submitted pursuant to
this part.

Chapter  4.  Miscellaneous Provisions

10850. (a)  Any action or proceeding to attack, review, set aside, void,
or annul the acts or decisions of an agricultural water supplier on the grounds
of noncompliance with this part shall be commenced as follows:

(1)  An action or proceeding alleging failure to adopt a plan shall be
commenced within 18 months after that adoption is required by this part.

(2)  Any action or proceeding alleging that a plan, or action taken pursuant
to the plan, does not comply with this part shall be commenced within 120
days after submitting the plan or amendments to the plan to entities in
accordance with Section 10844 or the taking of that action.

(b)  In an action or proceeding to attack, review, set aside, void, or annul
a plan, or an action taken pursuant to the plan by an agricultural water
supplier, on the grounds of noncompliance with this part, the inquiry shall
extend only to whether there was a prejudicial abuse of discretion. Abuse
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of discretion is established if the agricultural water supplier has not
proceeded in a manner required by law, or if the action by the agricultural
water supplier is not supported by substantial evidence.

10851. The California Environmental Quality Act (Division 13
(commencing with Section 21000) of the Public Resources Code) does not
apply to the preparation and adoption of plans pursuant to this part. This
part does not exempt projects for implementation of the plan or for expanded
or additional water supplies from the California Environmental Quality Act.

10852. An agricultural water supplier is not eligible for a water grant
or loan awarded or administered by the state unless the supplier complies
with this part.

10853. No agricultural water supplier that provides water to less than
25,000 irrigated acres, excluding recycled water, shall be required to
implement the requirements of this part or Part 2.55 (commencing with
Section 10608) unless sufficient funding has specifically been provided to
that water supplier for these purposes.

SEC. 5. This act shall take effect only if Senate Bill 1 and Senate Bill
6 of the 2009–10 Seventh Extraordinary Session of the Legislature are
enacted and become effective.

O
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Table I-2 Urban Water Management Plan checklist, organized by subject 

No. UWMP requirement 
a
 

Calif. Water 

Code reference Additional clarification UWMP location 

PLAN PREPARATION 

4 Coordinate the preparation of its plan with other appropriate agencies in 

the area, including other water suppliers that share a common source, 

water management agencies, and relevant public agencies, to the extent 

practicable. 

10620(d)(2)  Section 1, Pg. 4-6 

6 Notify, at least 60 days prior to the public hearing on the plan required by 

Section 10642, any city or county within which the supplier provides water 

that the urban water supplier will be reviewing the plan and considering 

amendments or changes to the plan. Any city or county receiving the 

notice may be consulted and provide comments. 

10621(b)  Section 1, Pg. 4 

and Appendix C 

7 Provide supporting documentation that the UWMP or any amendments to, 

or changes in, have been adopted as described in Section 10640 et seq. 

10621(c)  Section 1, Pg. 4 

and Appendix C 

54 Provide supporting documentation that the urban water management plan 

has been or will be provided to any city or county within which it provides 

water, no later than 60 days after the submission of this urban water 

management plan. 

10635(b)   Section 1, Pg. 4 

If item no. 59 is 

met, then item 54 

is met as well  

55 Provide supporting documentation that the water supplier has encouraged 

active involvement of diverse social, cultural, and economic elements of 

the population within the service area prior to and during the preparation 

of the plan. 

10642  Section 1, Pg. 4  

56 Provide supporting documentation that the urban water supplier made the 

plan available for public inspection and held a public hearing about the 

plan. For public agencies, the hearing notice is to be provided pursuant to 

Section 6066 of the Government Code. The water supplier is to provide 

the time and place of the hearing to any city or county within which the 

supplier provides water. Privately-owned water suppliers shall provide an 

equivalent notice within its service area. 

10642  Section 1, Pg. 4-5 

and Appendix C 

57 Provide supporting documentation that the plan has been adopted as 

prepared or modified. 

10642 What is the difference between 

item 7 and 58 

Section 1, Pg. 4 

58 Provide supporting documentation as to how the water supplier plans to 

implement its plan. 

10643  Section 1, Pg. 5-6 
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No. UWMP requirement 
a
 

Calif. Water 

Code reference Additional clarification UWMP location 

59 Provide supporting documentation that, in addition to submittal to DWR, 

the urban water supplier has submitted this UWMP to the California State 

Library and any city or county within which the supplier provides water 

supplies a copy of its plan no later than 30 days after adoption. This also 

includes amendments or changes. 

10644(a)  Section 1, Pg. 4 

60 Provide supporting documentation that, not later than 30 days after filing a 

copy of its plan with the department, the urban water supplier has or will 

make the plan available for public review during normal business hours 

10645  Section 1, Pg. 4 

SYSTEM DESCRIPTION 

8 Describe the water supplier service area.  10631(a)  Section 1, Pg. 6-7 

9 Describe the climate and other demographic factors of the service area of 

the supplier 

10631(a)  Section 1, Pg. 6-9 

10 Indicate the current population of the service area  10631(a) Provide the most recent 

population data possible. Use 

the method described in 

“Baseline Daily Per Capita 

Water Use.” See Section M. 

Section 1,  

Pg. 9-10 

11 Provide population projections for 2015, 2020, 2025, and 2030, based on 

data from State, regional, or local service area population projections.  

10631(a) 2035 and 2040 can also be 

provided to support consistency 

with Water Supply Assessments 

and Written Verification of 

Water Supply documents. 

Section 1, Pg. 10 

12 Describe other demographic factors affecting the supplier’s water 

management planning. 

10631(a)  Section 1,  

Pg. 9-10 

SYSTEM DEMANDS 

1 Provide baseline daily per capita water use, urban water use target, 

interim urban water use target, and compliance daily per capita water use, 

along with the bases for determining those estimates, including 

references to supporting data.  

10608.20(e)  Section 5, Pg. 1 

and Appendix F 

2 Wholesalers: Include an assessment of present and proposed future 

measures, programs, and policies to help achieve the water use 

reductions.  Retailers: Conduct at least one public hearing that includes 

general discussion of the urban retail water supplier’s implementation plan 

for complying with the Water Conservation Bill of 2009.  

10608.36 

10608.26(a) 

Retailers and wholesalers have 

slightly different requirements 

Section 1, Pg. 4-5  

Public Hearing 

held on June 22, 

2011 
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No. UWMP requirement 
a
 

Calif. Water 

Code reference Additional clarification UWMP location 

3 Report progress in meeting urban water use targets using the 

standardized form.  

10608.40  Section 5, Pg. 5-6 

25 Quantify past, current, and projected water use, identifying the uses 

among water use sectors, for the following: (A) single-family residential, 

(B) multifamily, (C) commercial, (D) industrial, (E) institutional and 

governmental, (F) landscape, (G) sales to other agencies, (H) saline 

water intrusion barriers, groundwater recharge, conjunctive use, and (I) 

agriculture. 

10631(e)(1) Consider ‘past’ to be 2005, 

present to be 2010, and 

projected to be 2015, 2020, 

2025, and 2030. Provide 

numbers for each category for 

each of these years. 

Section 6, Pg. 1-2 

 

33 Provide documentation that either the retail agency provided the 

wholesale agency with water use projections for at least 20 years, if the 

UWMP agency is a retail agency, OR, if a wholesale agency, it provided 

its urban retail customers with future planned and existing water source 

available to it from the wholesale agency during the required water-year 

types  

10631(k) Average year, single dry year, 

multiple dry years for 2015, 

2020, 2025, and 2030. 

Section 5, Pg. 1-4 

34 Include projected water use for single-family and multifamily residential 

housing needed for lower income households, as identified in the housing 

element of any city, county, or city and county in the service area of the 

supplier. 

10631.1(a)  Section 5, Pg. 4-5 

SYSTEM SUPPLIES 

13 Identify and quantify the existing and planned sources of water available 

for 2015, 2020, 2025, and 2030. 

10631(b) The ‘existing’ water sources 

should be for the same year as 

the “current population” in line 

10. 2035 and 2040 can also be 

provided. 

Section 2,  

Pg. 4-13 

and 

Section 5, Pg. 2-4 

14 Indicate whether groundwater is an existing or planned source of water 

available to the supplier. If yes, then complete 15 through 21 of the 

UWMP Checklist. If no, then indicate “not applicable” in lines 15 through 

21 under the UWMP location column.  

10631(b) Source classifications are: 

surface water, groundwater, 

recycled water, storm water, 

desalinated sea water, 

desalinated brackish 

groundwater, and other. 

Section 2,  

Pg. 4-13 

15 Indicate whether a groundwater management plan been adopted by the 

water supplier or if there is any other specific authorization for 

groundwater management. Include a copy of the plan or authorization. 

10631(b)(1)  Section 2,  

Pg. 10-11 

 

16 Describe the groundwater basin. 10631(b)(2)  Section 2, Pg. 4-5 

17 Indicate whether the groundwater basin is adjudicated? Include a copy of 

the court order or decree. 

10631(b)(2)  Section 2, Pg. 5-7 

Appendix D 
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No. UWMP requirement 
a
 

Calif. Water 

Code reference Additional clarification UWMP location 

18 Describe the amount of groundwater the urban water supplier has the 

legal right to pump under the order or decree. If the basin is not 

adjudicated, indicate “not applicable” in the UWMP location column. 

10631(b)(2)  Section 2, Pg. 1 

19 For groundwater basins that are not adjudicated, provide information as to 

whether DWR has identified the basin or basins as overdrafted or has 

projected that the basin will become overdrafted if present management 

conditions continue, in the most current official departmental bulletin that 

characterizes the condition of the groundwater basin, and a detailed 

description of the efforts being undertaken by the urban water supplier to 

eliminate the long-term overdraft condition. If the basin is adjudicated, 

indicate “not applicable” in the UWMP location column.  

10631(b)(2)  Not Applicable 

20 Provide a detailed description and analysis of the location, amount, and 

sufficiency of groundwater pumped by the urban water supplier for the 

past five years 

10631(b)(3)  Section 2,  

Pg. 11-12 

21 Provide a detailed description and analysis of the amount and location of 

groundwater that is projected to be pumped. 

10631(b)(4) Provide projections for 2015, 

2020, 2025, and 2030. 

Section 2, Pg. 13 

24 Describe the opportunities for exchanges or transfers of water on a short-

term or long-term basis. 

10631(d)  Section 4, Pg. 12 

30 Include a detailed description of all water supply projects and programs 

that may be undertaken by the water supplier to address water supply 

reliability in average, single-dry, and multiple-dry years, excluding demand 

management programs addressed in (f)(1). Include specific projects, 

describe water supply impacts, and provide a timeline for each project. 

10631(h)  Section 4,  

Pg. 9-11 

31 Describe desalinated water project opportunities for long-term supply, 

including, but not limited to, ocean water, brackish water, and 

groundwater.  

10631(i)  Section 4, Pg. 12 

44 Provide information on recycled water and its potential for use as a water 

source in the service area of the urban water supplier. Coordinate with 

local water, wastewater, groundwater, and planning agencies that operate 

within the supplier's service area. 

10633  Section 9, Pg. 1-3 

45 Describe the wastewater collection and treatment systems in the 

supplier's service area, including a quantification of the amount of 

wastewater collected and treated and the methods of wastewater 

disposal. 

10633(a)  Section 9, Pg. 1-2 
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No. UWMP requirement 
a
 

Calif. Water 

Code reference Additional clarification UWMP location 

46 Describe the quantity of treated wastewater that meets recycled water 

standards, is being discharged, and is otherwise available for use in a 

recycled water project. 

10633(b)  Section 9, Pg. 1-2 

47 Describe the recycled water currently being used in the supplier's service 

area, including, but not limited to, the type, place, and quantity of use. 

10633(c)  Section 9, Pg. 1 

48 Describe and quantify the potential uses of recycled water, including, but 

not limited to, agricultural irrigation, landscape irrigation, wildlife habitat 

enhancement, wetlands, industrial reuse, groundwater recharge, indirect 

potable reuse, and other appropriate uses, and a determination with 

regard to the technical and economic feasibility of serving those uses. 

10633(d)  Section 2, Pg. 13 

Section 9, Pg. 2 

49 The projected use of recycled water within the supplier's service area at 

the end of 5, 10, 15, and 20 years, and a description of the actual use of 

recycled water in comparison to uses previously projected. 

10633(e)  Section 6, Pg. 2 

50 Describe the actions, including financial incentives, which may be taken to 

encourage the use of recycled water, and the projected results of these 

actions in terms of acre-feet of recycled water used per year. 

10633(f)  Section 9, Pg. 3 

51 Provide a plan for optimizing the use of recycled water in the supplier's 

service area, including actions to facilitate the installation of dual 

distribution systems, to promote recirculating uses, to facilitate the 

increased use of treated wastewater that meets recycled water standards, 

and to overcome any obstacles to achieving that increased use. 

10633(g)  Section 9, Pg. 3 

WATER SHORTAGE RELIABILITY AND WATER SHORTAGE CONTINGENCY PLANNING 
b
 

5 Describe water management tools and options to maximize resources 

and minimize the need to import water from other regions. 

10620(f)  Section 7, Pg 1-9 

22 Describe the reliability of the water supply and vulnerability to seasonal or 

climatic shortage and provide data for (A) an average water year, (B) a 

single dry water year, and (C) multiple dry water years. 

10631(c)(1)  Section 4, Pg. 8-9 

and 

Section 5, Pg. 1-3 

23 For any water source that may not be available at a consistent level of 

use - given specific legal, environmental, water quality, or climatic factors 

- describe plans to supplement or replace that source with alternative 

sources or water demand management measures, to the extent 

practicable. 

10631(c)(2)  Section 4,  

Pg. 9-11 

and 

Section 7,  

Pg 1 -9 

 

35 Provide an urban water shortage contingency analysis that specifies 

stages of action, including up to a 50-percent water supply reduction, and 

an outline of specific water supply conditions at each stage 

10632(a)  Section 8, Pg. 1-2 
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No. UWMP requirement 
a
 

Calif. Water 

Code reference Additional clarification UWMP location 

36 Provide an estimate of the minimum water supply available during each of 

the next three water years based on the driest three-year historic 

sequence for the agency's water supply. 

10632(b)  Section 8, Pg. 5 

37 Identify actions to be undertaken by the urban water supplier to prepare 

for, and implement during, a catastrophic interruption of water supplies 

including, but not limited to, a regional power outage, an earthquake, or 

other disaster. 

10632(c)  Section 8, Pg. 6-7 

38 Identify additional, mandatory prohibitions against specific water use 

practices during water shortages, including, but not limited to, prohibiting 

the use of potable water for street cleaning. 

10632(d)  Section 8,  

Pg. 2-3 

and 

Appendix G-H 

39 Specify consumption reduction methods in the most restrictive stages. 

Each urban water supplier may use any type of consumption reduction 

methods in its water shortage contingency analysis that would reduce 

water use, are appropriate for its area, and have the ability to achieve a 

water use reduction consistent with up to a 50 percent reduction in water 

supply. 

10632(e)  Section 8, Pg. 1-2 

and 6 

40 Indicated penalties or charges for excessive use, where applicable. 10632(f)  Section 8, Pg. 6 

and 

Appendix H 

41 Provide an analysis of the impacts of each of the actions and conditions 

described in subdivisions (a) to (f), inclusive, on the revenues and 

expenditures of the urban water supplier, and proposed measures to 

overcome those impacts, such as the development of reserves and rate 

adjustments.  

10632(g)  Section 8, Pg. 6-7 

42 Provide a draft water shortage contingency resolution or ordinance. 10632(h)  Appendix G and H 

43 Indicate a mechanism for determining actual reductions in water use 

pursuant to the urban water shortage contingency analysis. 

10632(i)  Section 8, Pg. 7 

52 Provide information, to the extent practicable, relating to the quality of 

existing sources of water available to the supplier over the same five-year 

increments, and the manner in which water quality affects water 

management strategies and supply reliability 

10634 For years 2010, 2015, 2020, 

2025, and 2030 

Section 3, Pg. 1-5 
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No. UWMP requirement 
a
 

Calif. Water 

Code reference Additional clarification UWMP location 

53 Assess the water supply reliability during normal, dry, and multiple dry 

water years by comparing the total water supply sources available to the 

water supplier with the total projected water use over the next 20 years, in 

five-year increments, for a normal water year, a single dry water year, and 

multiple dry water years. Base the assessment on the information 

compiled under Section 10631, including available data from state, 

regional, or local agency population projections within the service area of 

the urban water supplier. 

10635(a)   Section 5, Pg. 1-4 

DEMAND MANAGEMENT MEASURES 

26 Describe how each water demand management measures is being 

implemented or scheduled for implementation. Use the list provided. 

10631(f)(1) Discuss each DMM, even if it is 

not currently or planned for 

implementation. Provide any 

appropriate schedules. 

Section 7, Pg 1-9 

27 Describe the methods the supplier uses to evaluate the effectiveness of 

DMMs implemented or described in the UWMP.  

10631(f)(3)  Section 7, Pg. 1-9 

 

28 Provide an estimate, if available, of existing conservation savings on 

water use within the supplier's service area, and the effect of the savings 

on the ability to further reduce demand. 

10631(f)(4)  Section 7, Pg. 9 

 

29 Evaluate each water demand management measure that is not currently 

being implemented or scheduled for implementation. The evaluation 

should include economic and non-economic factors, cost-benefit analysis, 

available funding, and the water suppliers' legal authority to implement the 

work.  

10631(g) See 10631(g) for additional 

wording. 

Section 7, Pg 1-9 

 

32 Include the annual reports submitted to meet the Section 6.2 

requirements, if a member of the CUWCC and signer of the December 

10, 2008 MOU. 

10631(j) Signers of the MOU that submit 

the annual reports are deemed 

compliant with Items 28 and 29. 

Not Applicable 

 

a The UWMP Requirement descriptions are general summaries of what is provided in the legislation. Urban water suppliers should review the exact legislative wording prior to 
submitting its UWMP. 

b The Subject classification is provided for clarification only. It is aligned with the organization presented in Part I of this guidebook. A water supplier is free to address the UWMP 
Requirement anywhere with its UWMP, but is urged to provide clarification to DWR to facilitate review.  
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Appendix E 

Mojave Water Agency 2004 Regional Water Management Plan 

Update 

[Provided in attached compact disc (CD)] 

Report may be accessed using the following URL: 
http://www.mojavewater.org/home/projects/documents/2004Regional

WaterManagementPlanFinal.pdf 

Appendices may be accessed using the following URL: 

http://www.mojavewater.org/Reports/RegionalandLocalizedStudies/Re

gionalandLocalizedDocuments/RegionalWaterManagementPlan2004V

olume2Appendices.pdf 
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TECHNICAL MEMORANDUM 

 

To: Rick Gomez 

 

From: Harvey Gobas, PE 

 

Date: June 1, 2011 

 

Subject: 20x2020 Baseline Calculation & Water Use Target Method Selection 

 

 

According to the Department of Water Resources (DWR), a water supplier must define a 

continuous 10 or 15 year base period (baseline) for water use ending no earlier than December 

31, 2004 and no later than December 31, 2010 that will be used to develop their per capita water 

use target for the year 2020 and an interim target for 2015. A water supplier who met at least 10 

percent of its 2008 measured retail water demand through recycled water may use a 15-year 

baseline period; otherwise a supplier must use a 10-year baseline. The City of Adelanto did not 

use any recycled water to meet its 2008 water demand and, as a result, must use a 10-year 

baseline. 

 

Table 1 shows the groundwater use within the City water service area.  Since the City has no 

agricultural use, no recycled water use or any other source of water the groundwater use is the 

gross water use for purposes of determining the per capita consumption. The table also includes 

population of the water service area and per capita water use from fiscal year (FY) 1996 through 

FY 2010. Population data used herein is from the Department of Finance (DOF) and includes the 

entire water service area. Since water use has been trending downward recently even with 

increasing population, per capita use has been dropping. The most advantageous period for the 

City to use is the one generating the highest per capita use, making subsequent conservation 

easier to achieve. Therefore, the 10-year period from FY 1996 thru FY 2005 was determined to 

be the most advantageous and was used to calculate a baseline per capita water use average of 

321.8 gallons per capita per day (GPCD) as shown in Table 1. 
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Table 1 

City of Adelanto Base Daily Per Capita Use 

Water 

Year 

Ground-

water 
[1] 

(AFY) 

Gross Water 

Use 
[2]
 

(AFY)  

Gross 

Water 

Use 

(gal/day) 

Water 

Service Area 

Population 
[3]
 

Annual/ 

Capita 

Use 

(GPCD) 

1996 4,475 4,475 3,994,750 7,123 560.8 

1997 4,396 4,396 3,924,229 8,433 465.3 

1998 4,015 4,015 3,584,117 10,676 335.7 

1999 4,336 4,336 3,870,668 12,708 304.6 

2000 4,871 4,871 4,348,252 18,130 239.8 

2001 5,402 5,402 4,822,266 18,284 263.7 

2002 5,710 5,710 5,097,212 18,777 271.5 

2003 5,714 5,714 5,100,783 19,447 262.3 

2004 6,062 6,062 5,411,436 21,313 253.9 

2005 6,795 6,795 6,065,772 23,338 259.9 

2006 6,538 6,538 5,836,353 24,796 235.4 

2007 4,653 4,653 4,153,648 27,007 153.8 

2008 5,326 5,326 4,754,422 28,000 169.8 

2009 5,477 5,477 4,889,217 28,221 173.2 

2010 4,866 4,866 4,343,789 31,765 136.7 

Baseline (Average FY 1996-2005) 321.8 

Minimum Baseline (Average FY 2004-2008) 214.6 

[1] Pumped Water is groundwater pumped from the City's active wells. 

[2] Gross Water Use = Pumped Water 

[3] Population is obtained from Department of Finance's (DOF) Table E-4: 
Population Estimates for California State and Counties. Population for 2000 is as of 
Census date (April 1

st
), all other years are January 1st DOF estimates. Per DOF's 

Press Release on April 29, 2011 the 2010 populations were revised to incorporate 
2010 Census counts as the benchmark. 

 

A water supplier must set a 2020 water use target and a 2015 interim target using one of the 

following four methods as defined further in Section 10608.20 of Senate Bill No. 7 (SBX7-7): 

• Method 1: Eighty percent of the water supplier’s baseline per capita water use 

• Method 2: Per capita daily water use estimated using the sum of performance standards 

applied to indoor residential use; landscape area water use; and commercial, industrial, 

and institutional uses 

• Method 3: Ninety-five percent of the applicable state hydrologic region target as stated in 

the State’s April 30, 2009, draft 20x2020 Water Conservation Plan 

• Method 4: A BMP Option based on standards that are consistent with the California 

Urban Water Conservation Council’s (CUWCC) best management practices (BMPs). 
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Calculation of Minimum Targets 

If the average base daily per capita water use is greater than 100 GPCD for a defined 5-year 

baseline period, the legislation’s minimum water use reduction requirement must also be met as 

set in Section 10608.22 of Senate Bill No. 7 SBX7-7. 

Per SBX7-7, the minimum water use reduction baseline period must end no earlier than 

December 31, 2007 and no later than December 31, 2010 and the minimum reduction shall be no 

less than 5 percent of this 5-year base daily per capita water use. A minimum water use reduction 

baseline period between FY 2004 through 2008 was selected to calculate the most advantageous 

5-year minimum water use reduction target. As shown in Table 1, the minimum baseline water 

use for that period averages 214.6 GPCD. The minimum per capita water use target for 2020 

would therefore be 203.9 GPCD (95% of 214.6). 

 

Calculation of Targets Using Methods 1 – 4 

Method 1: Using a baseline per capita average of 321.8 GPCD (shown in Table 1) the City of 

Adelanto 2020 target would be 257.4 GPCD (80% of 321.8). Since the target water use for 

Method 1 is greater than the one found using the legislation’s minimum requirement criteria 

(203.9), the water target level needs to be reduced to the minimum target of 203.9 GPCD for 

2020, if this method is selected. 

Method 2: The City of Adelanto does not currently maintain records of lot size, irrigated 

landscaped area for each parcel, reference evapotranspiration for each parcel, etc. to split its 

residential, commercial, industrial, or institutional uses into inside and outside (landscape 

irrigation) uses. The use of Method 2 to calculate conservation targets is therefore not feasible. 

Method 3: The City of Adelanto falls within the South Lahontan Region (Hydrologic Region 9). 

According to the State’s April 30, 2009 draft 20x2020 Water Conservation Plan, the 2020 Target 

for Hydrologic Region 9 is 170 GPCD. Using Method 3, the City of Adelanto’s 2020 water use 

target would be 161.5 GPCD (95% of 170). Since the target water use generated by Method 3 is 

less than the one found using the minimum requirement criteria (203.9), no further adjustments 

to this water use target would be required, if this method is selected. 

Method 4: DWR recently released this method and a calculator for agencies wishing to use this 

BMP-based method. A default indoor residential water savings of 15 GPCD was assumed and 

the City of Adelantos’s Public Water System Statistics Report for calendar year 2000 submitted 

to the Department of Water Resources (DWR) was referenced to obtain the Commercial, 

Industrial and Institutional (CII) water use consumption (647 AF). Using the midpoint of the 

baseline period (year 2000) and DWR’s “SBX7-7 Provisional Method 4 Target Calculator” 

resulted in a 2020 water use target of 203.9 GPCD. Since the target water use for Method 4 is 

equal to the one found using the legislation’s minimum requirement criteria (203.9), no further 

adjustments to this water use target would be required, if this method is selected. 
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Conclusion 

The discussion and calculations above are summarized in Table 2. 

 

Table 2 

City of Adelanto 

Water Use Target Summary (GPCD) 

Method 2020 

1 203.9 

2 Not Applicable 

3 161.5 

4 203.9 

 

As shown in Table 2, Method 1 and 3 results are the most favorable water use target level for the 

City of Adelanto, with the minimum 5-year water use reduction governing in Method 1. The 

2015 interim target would then be 262.9 GPCD (mid-point between baseline of 321.8 and 2020 

target of 203.9). It should be noted that the City has met this 2020 target consecutively for the 

past four years and the 2015 target the last eight years.  
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CHAPTER 17.60 
 

LANDSCAPING/WATER CONSERVATION 
 
17.60.10 General Provisions 
17.60.20 Landscape Design Plan 
17.60.30 Landscape Design Standards 
17.60.40 Landscape Material and Area Requirements 
17.60.50 Model Home Complexes 
17.60.60 Landscape Maintenance 
17.60.70 Water Conservation 
17.60.80 Approved Plant List 
 
 
17.60.10 General Provisions 
 
 Landscaping shall be provided, irrigated and maintained as required by the 

Planning Director, pursuant to this Code and the policies of the City General 
Plan, each of which may be amended from time to time.  

 
 A. Purpose. The purpose of this Chapter is to provide minimum water 

conservation and landscape development standards which will promote 
the general welfare of Adelanto residents through the provision of an 
outdoor environment which will: 

 
  1. Create aesthetically pleasing views and vistas along public 

streets; 
 
  2. Complement and enhance the functional and aesthetic design of 

new building and site development projects so as to protect and 
enhance property values; 

 
  3. Provide visual screening of parking, service and storage areas; 
 
  4. Mitigate the adverse impacts of higher intensity land uses upon 

lower intensity uses through the provision of needed landscape 
buffers; 

 
  5. Promote water conservation by restricting the use of turf and 

ornamental water features and requiring the utilization of low 
water use plant materials; 

 
  6. Promote climate modifications for enhancement of pedestrian 

environment at street frontages, parking lots and building 
facades. 

 
  7. Provide maximum shade on ground surfaces to reduce the "urban 

heat island effect" produced by large expanses of unprotected 
paved areas. 
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 B. Applicability. 
 
  All persons owning, developing or maintaining property subject to the 

provisions of this Chapter shall comply with all applicable provisions 
contained herein as identified below.  

 
  The landscape standards and requirements established by Sections 

17.60.20 through 17.60.280 shall apply to all new developments whether 
residential, commercial or industrial. The landscape standards and 
requirements establish by Sections 17.60.20 through 17.60.80 shall not 
apply to existing development, unless the development is being expanded 
by 25% or more of the existing floor area. The landscape maintenance 
provisions of Section 17.60.60 shall apply to all new and existing 
development. 

 
  This Chapter does not apply to registered historical sites or cemeteries. 

Registered historical sites and cemeteries shall provide scheduled 
irrigation based on CIMIS (California Irrigation Management 
Information System) or conduct water audits every three (3) years with 
strict adherence to the recommendations in the water audit. CIMIS and 
water audits shall be submitted to the water serving entity for 
compliance. 

 
17.60.20 Landscape Design Plan 
 

A. Prior to the issuance of a building permit, three (3) copies of a landscape 
design plan consisting of the landscape and irrigation plans shall be 
submitted to the Planning Division. Such plans shall be drawn at a 
minimum scale of one (1) inch equals thirty (30) feet (maximum sheet 
size 30" X 42") and contain the following information: 

 
  1. Building footprints and roof overhangs, walkways, parking 

surfaces and vehicular overhang lines, property lines, right-of-
way lines, and easement lines; 

 
  2. Calculations of the square footage and percent of total of all site 

elements including building footprints, parking, and landscaped 
area. Landscaped area shall also be further subdivided into 
subcategories of turf, shrubs/groundcover, and inorganic 
materials; 

 
  3. The location of existing and proposed plant materials; 
 
  4. Plant graphic symbol legend and a plant schedule including 

botanical and common names, planting size, number of plants, 
and on-center spacing of massed shrubs and ground cover plants 
on each landscape plan sheet; 

 
  5. Planting details, specifications and required guarantee (see 

Section 17.60.60.B); 
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  6. Inorganic materials schedule including type of materials (i.e. 

decomposed granite, river rock, screened rock, etc.) quantities 
and depth; 

 
  7. Irrigation plan showing location of controller, existing or 

proposed meters, backflow preventer, water lines, heads, and 
materials schedule on each landscape plan sheet. Irrigation 
systems shall be designed to minimize maintenance and water 
consumption, and the irrigation system shall be properly 
designed and installed to ensure that overspray onto fences, walls 
and structures is eliminated to the maximum extent feasible; 

 
  8. Irrigation details and pressure loss calculations. 
 
  9. A diagrammatic plan showing the amount of shading that the 

landscaping is expected to provide at its maturity with the sun at 
its apex. 

 
 B. The landscaping and irrigation plans shall be approved by the Director if 

found to be in compliance with the standards and requirements of this 
Chapter, which approval shall be obtained prior to the installation of the 
landscaping and irrigation materials. The installation of the landscaping 
and irrigation materials required by this Chapter shall be completed and 
shall be approved by the Director prior to the issuance of a Certificate of 
Occupancy for the structure, or prior to the use of the facility if no 
structure is involved. 

 
17.60.30 Landscape Design Standards 
 
 A. Landscaping shall be designed, installed and continuously maintained in 

accordance with the following standards: 
 
  1. Principles of Xeriscape Landscaping. Landscape developments 

shall be designed, installed and continuously maintained in 
accordance with the following seven basic principles of 
Xeriscape landscaping: 

 
   a. Planning and Design. Use a water conservation design. 

Implement a "mini-oasis" concept. Water using plants 
and turf should be concentrated in small areas near 
buildings where they may be enjoyed at the pedestrian 
level. 

 
   b. Limited Turf Areas. Limit the use of turf to small areas 

where it will be actively used and efficiently watered.  
See Section 17.60.70.E for further information. 

 
   c. Efficient Irrigation. Utilize the most efficient irrigation 

system for the area being served. Drip irrigate individual 
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plants rather than flooding larger areas. Group plantings 
with common water requirements together to be watered 
on the same irrigation control zone. 

 
   d. Soil Improvements. Add soil amendments within 

planned areas to increase the water holding capacity of 
the soil and improve the health and vigor of plants. 

 
   e. Mulching. Cover final soil surfaces with organic or 

inorganic mulches to insulate against soil temperature 
extremes and conserve moisture. 

 
   f. Use Lower Water Demand Plants. Utilize only those 

plants listed in the officially approved low water use 
plant list (see Section 17.60.80) or alternative plants 
approved by the Director. 

 
   g. Appropriate Maintenance. Maintain irrigation systems so 

they operate at peak efficiency. Lessen water demand by 
keeping weed growth down and by thinning unwanted 
wood from trees rather than cropping them. 

 
  2. Unity and Continuity1.  
 
   Landscape unity and continuity may be significantly enhanced 

through the selection of a dominant tree and shrub species. Such 
dominance shall be established by making the selected species 
clearly in the majority (60% or more). 

 
  3. Tree and Shrub Placement in Proximity to Fire Hydrants.  
 
   Trees, as measured from trunk center, shall be placed a minimum 

of five (5) feet from fire hydrants. Shrubs, as measured from 
their mature perimeter, shall be located a minimum of five (5) 
feet from the rear of a fire hydrant. In no case shall any material 
other than groundcover be placed between the street or roadway 
and within fifteen (15) feet of either side or front of a fire 
hydrant. 
(Figure17.60.30A).

 
1  Plant palettes partially implemented through the construction of one or more phases of a 

previously approved master planned project, except for turf areas in excess of the limitations 
established by these landscape standards, shall be continued throughout the development of that 
project. 



 

 
Figure 17.60.30-A - Fire Hydrant Clear Zone 

 
 
  4. Ground Surface Treatment 
 
   a. Pre-Treatment of Ground Surfaces Required. A pre-

emergent herbicide shall be applied to the ground prior 
to and after the placement of natural surface materials 
(decomposed granite, gravel, crushed rock, river run 
rock, etc.) in any landscaped area to prevent weed 
growth. 

 
   b. Inorganic Ground Cover. Inorganic ground covers 

(decomposed granite, crushed stone, etc.) shall be of a 
natural color harmonious with other site and 
architectural materials and shall be installed to a 
minimum depth of two (2) inches. 

 
   c. Plant Cover/Dust Control. All portions of a development 

site (including future building pads) not occupied by 
buildings, structures, paved improvements, and required 
landscape areas shall be temporarily landscaped with 
plant materials in accordance with this Chapter or treated 
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with an appropriate inorganic ground cover and 
maintained in a weed and dust free condition. 

 
  5. Plant Massing.  
 
   The massing of trees and shrubs into groups containing three (3) 

or more plants is required unless standards elsewhere within this 
Chapter require only a single element, e.g., single trees within 
parking lot planter islands. Planting of single shrub specimens, 
unless used to repeat an element already established within a 
massed planting within the same visual area, is prohibited. 

 
  6. Plant Groupings.  
 
   The grouping of plant species commonly found together in 

natural associations or of common environmental requirements 
(soil type, water, sun exposure, temperature limitations, etc.) is 
required. 

 
  7. Plant Spacing.  
 
   In order to foster a more natural look, an uneven spacing of 

plants is required unless such plants are being used to create a 
massed shrub or groundcover bed. The spacing of shrubs shall be 
sufficient to allow plants to reach their natural mature size and 
form. 

 
  8. Consistency with Existing Streetscape Standards.  
 
   Street frontage landscaping shall be consistent with any 

previously adopted specific streetscape standards. 
 
17.60.40 Landscape Material and Area Requirements 
 
 A. New developments shall be landscaped in accordance with the following 

minimum standards: 
 
  1. Plant Material 
 
   a. Landscaping shall consist of native or drought-tolerant 

plants capable of surviving the desert environment and 
climate with a minimum of maintenance and 
supplemental watering. A list of plants determined 
capable of meeting this criterion is contained in Section  
17.60.80.  Other plants may be considered on their 
merits in meeting this criterion. Determinations of plant 
species suitability will be made by the Director upon 
submission of project plans. 
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   b. Landscaping materials may also consist of wood 
timbers, decorative rocks, boulders, sand, bark, gravel, 
or a combination thereof; provided, however, that the 
majority of landscape materials and area shall consist of 
plants, as set forth above. 

 
  2. Irrigation  
 
   Utilize the most efficient irrigation system for the area being 

served. Irrigation of required landscaped areas should be by drip 
irrigation and matched precipitation rate, low-gallonage sprinkler 
heads, bubblers, and timing devices. Timing devices shall 
include soil moisture sensors and rain sensing override devices. 

 
   Irrigation systems shall be designed to minimize maintenance 

and water consumption, and the irrigation system shall be 
properly designed and installed to ensure that overspray onto 
fences, walls and structures is eliminated to the maximum extent 
feasible. 

 
  3. Landscape Area Requirements. 
 
   All portions of a development site not utilized for building 

development, service areas, paved or improved storage areas, 
parking, driveways, etc., shall be landscaped. Developers are 
required to install front and street side yard landscaping for all 
new development.  Minimum areas of landscaping are as 
follows: 

 
   a. Front Building Setback/Street Right-of-Way Areas. All 

front building setback and street right-of-way areas 
located between on-site improvements and the back of 
existing or future public sidewalks or street curbs, except 
needed access driveways, shall be fully landscaped, 
unless otherwise provided for in this Development Code. 

 
   b. Parking Lot Area. The following landscaping standards 

apply to parking lots (Figure 17.60.40-B, C, and D). 
 
    1) In order to reduce the "heat island effect" of 

large expanses of unprotected paved areas, a 
minimum of thirty (30) percent of the interior 
parking surface of all parking lots shall be 
shaded at the maturity of the landscaping. 

 
    2) Provide a minimum of one (1) tree (minimum 

fifteen (15) gallon size when planted) for each 
seven (7) parking spaces located so as to 
visually disrupt long rows of parking spaces, 
trees may be clustered where appropriate. 



 
    3) A thirty-six to forty-two (36-42) inch high 

decorative masonry wall, hedge or landscaped 
berm, as measured from the finished grade of the 
parking area, shall also be used adjacent to 
public rights-of-way to screen the parking area. 
The height of the screening wall or berm may be 
reduced when the parking lot is below grade. 
Horizontal and vertical variations in the design 
of screening walls are required where the length 
of such walls exceeds forty (40) feet. Said 
variations are subject to Planning Staff approval. 

 

 
Figure 17.60.40-B - Recommended Design Features and Materials 

 
    4) A minimum of five (5) percent of the interior 

parking surface area of all parking lots shall be 
landscaped. Such percentage may be achieved 
by combining paragraph (1) below with 
paragraph (2) and/or (3). 

 
     a) Planter islands a minimum of five (5) 

feet in width shall be located at the ends 
of all rows of parking stalls between the 
last stall and any drive aisle. Where 
drive aisles are curved, alternative 
dimensions with similar area may be 
approved (Figure 17.60.40-C); and 
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     b) Planter islands, shall be uniformly 
distributed throughout the interior 
parking area, and protected by raised 
curbs (Figure 17.60.40-C); or 

 
     c) Planter strips, located between double 

rows of parking stalls, shall be a 
minimum of four (4) feet in width. Each 
parking stall may overhang two (2) feet 
into this area (Figure 17.60.40-C). 

 
    5) Trees within parking lots shall be kept trimmed 

to a minimum clear canopy height of six (6) feet 
for visual safety. 

 

 
Figure 17.60.40-C - Planter Islands/Strips 
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    6) A landscaped strip with a minimum width of ten 
(10) feet shall be provided where parking lots 
are adjacent to a public right-of-way or 
residential uses or districts, unless otherwise 
provided for in this Code. 



 
  4. Landscape Buffers/Perimeter Landscape Strips 
 
   a. Landscape Buffers. When providing a buffer between 

commercial/industrial and residential uses or districts the 
following features are required: 

 

 
Figure 17.60.40-D - Landscape Areas 

 
    1) Landscaping shall include one (1) tree for each 

200 square feet of required landscape area. Said 
tree shall be a minimum fifteen (15) gallon size 
when planted, twenty (20) percent of such 
required trees shall be twenty-four (24) inch box 
size; and 

 
    2) A six (6) foot decorative masonry wall to City 

standards; and 
 
    3) Evergreen trees a minimum of six (6) feet in 

height, and 2 inches in diameter, planted at a 
maximum spacing of twenty (20) feet on center 
and shrubs planted at a rate of five (5) per one 
hundred linear feet. 

 
   b. Front Building Setback Area. Landscaping in the front 

building setback area shall be provided at a minimum 
rate of one (1) tree and six (6) shrubs per thirty (30) 
linear feet of frontage plus sufficient groundcover 
plantings to provide combined shrub and ground 
coverage of fifty (50) percent of the total landscaped 
area. Trees and shrubs may be grouped, but gaps 
between groupings of plants shall not exceed forty (40) 
feet. 
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   c. Other Perimeter Areas. Landscaping in other perimeter 
areas shall be provided at a minimum rate of one (1) tree 
and six (6) shrubs per forty (40) linear feet plus 
sufficient groundcover plantings to provide combined 
shrub and ground coverage of forty (40) percent of the 
total landscaped area, except where screening is 
required. Trees shall be a minimum fifteen (15) gallon 
size when planted, twenty (20) percent of which shall be 
twenty-four (24) inch box size. Trees and shrubs may be 
grouped, but gaps between groupings of plants shall not 
exceed fifty (50) feet. 

 
  5. Landscape Improvement Requirements. The following minimum 

landscape improvements are required within the following 
landscape areas: 

 
   a. Single and Multi-Family Residential Developments 
 
    1) Common open space/retention areas. A 

minimum of one (1) tree and six (6) shrubs per 
500 square feet of open space plus such 
additional vegetative ground cover as is 
necessary to cover a minimum of fifty (50) 
percent of the total landscaped area with shrubs 
and ground cover. The inclusion of turf is 
subject to the limitations established in Section 
17.60.70.E and in Table 17.60.40-A. 

 
    2) Arterial and collector street rights-of-way. 

Arterial and collector street rights-of-way 
adjacent to and within single and multi-family 
residential developments shall be landscaped at 
a rate of one (1) tree and three (3) shrubs per 30 
linear feet plus such vegetative ground cover 
necessary to cover a minimum of forty (40) 
percent of the total landscaped area with shrubs 
and ground cover. Turf is prohibited within 
public rights-of-way. 

 
    3) Front and Street Side Yards.  The use of turf in 

these areas is discouraged.  See Section 
17.60.70.E for specific restrictions. 

 
   b. Commercial/Office/Institutional Developments. One (1) 

tree and six (6) shrubs per 500 square feet of interior 
open space plus such additional ground cover which, 
upon maturity, will cover a minimum of fifty (50) 
percent of all interior open space surfaces. The inclusion 
of turf is subject to the limitations established in Section 
17.60.70.D and in Table 17.60.40-A. 
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   c. Industrial Developments. One (1) tree and six (6) shrubs 

per 750 square feet of interior open space plus such 
additional vegetative ground cover which, upon 
maturity, will cover a minimum of forty (40) percent of 
all interior open space surfaces. The inclusion of turf is 
subject to the limitations established in Section 
17.60.70.D and in Table 17.60.40-A. 

 
   d. Grading in the Front Building Setback. Front setback 

areas shall be graded in a manner which creates natural 
and pleasing ground forms in accordance with the 
following guidelines: 

 
    1) A maximum of fifty (50) percent of the front 

building setback area may be used for storm 
water retention; 

 
    2) Soil excavated to create needed retention basins 

shall, within the slope limitations established 
below, be used to create complementary earth 
mounds elsewhere within the same front 
building setback area; 

 
    3) Earth mounds with a maximum slope ratio of 

four to one (4:1), horizontal to vertical, shall be 
located and designed to minimize street views 
into retention basins; 

 
    4) Grading and other site preparation shall preclude 

the run-off of rain and/or irrigation water from 
landscaped surfaces onto paved surfaces. 

 
   e. Finished Grade Surfaces. All landscaped areas shall be 

graded so that finish grade surfaces of all nonliving 
materials (i.e., decomposed granite, crushed rock, mulch, 
and the like) are at least one and one-half (11/2) inches 
below concrete or other paved surfaces. 

 
   f. Protection of Landscaped Areas. Landscaped areas 

adjacent to vehicular drives or parking areas shall be 
protected by a six (6) inch vertical curb. Areas surfaced 
with different materials (i.e. lawn and decomposed 
granite) shall be separated by masonry, wood, or 
mowing strips. 

 
   g. Irrigation Systems. The use of drip irrigation systems or 

systems of equivalent efficiency for all landscaping at 
commercial and industrial facilities and all common 
areas of residential developments is required. The use of 
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similar systems on individual residential lots is 
encouraged. 

 
    Irrigation systems shall be designed to minimize 

maintenance and water consumption, and the irrigation 
system shall be properly designed and installed to ensure 
that overspray onto fences, walls and structures is 
eliminated to the maximum extent feasible. 

 
   h. Limitations on the Use of Turf 
 
    Unless watered with "reclaimed" water, the use of turf in 

specific land uses shall be limited to the percentages 
listed in Table 17.60.40-A below. 

 

Table 17.60.40-A – Permitted Turf Area 

Land Use Turf permitted as a percent of Total 
Landscaped Area 

Single family residential 20% 

Multi-family residential 20% 

Common open space/retention basins 20% 

Parks, schools, golf course and cemeteries No limitations 

Commercial/office/institutional 20% 

Industrial 10% 

 
  7. Decorative Water Features.  
 
   Within commercial, industrial and multi-family developments 

the use of decorative water features including, but not limited to, 
pools, ponds, fountains, streams, and waterfalls, unless serviced 
with "reclaimed water", shall be limited to small scale pedestrian 
oriented locations and features. Water feature designs that reduce 
evaporation, e.g. cascading water rather than vertical sprays, are 
required. 

 
17.60.50 Model Home Complexes 
 
 A. Model home complexes, unless they are utilizing "reclaimed water", 

shall be landscaped in accordance with the xeriscape landscape 
principles listed in Section 17.60.30.A and the following minimum 
requirements: 
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  1. Plant Materials.  
 
   Landscaping shall consist of native or drought-tolerant plants 

capable of surviving the desert environment and climate with a 
minimum of maintenance and supplemental watering. A list of 
plants determined capable of meeting this criterion is contained 
in Section 17.60.80. Other plants may be considered on their 
merits in meeting this criterion. Determinations of plant species 
suitability will be made by the Director upon submission of 
project plans. 

 
  2. Turf and Water Surfaces/Features.  
 
   Combined turf and water surfaces of all water features shall not 

occupy more than fifty (50) percent of the landscapable area 
within each lot in the model home complex. Swimming pools, 
hot tubs and spas are exempt from this limitation. 

 
  3. Literature Package.  
 
   A literature package describing water conserving landscaping 

designs shall be on display within all model sales offices. If 
copies of the literature package are not made available by the 
homebuilder, such display shall include information regarding 
where the literature is available. The following are recommended 
to be included in the literature package: 

 
   a. A Guide to High Desert Landscaping.  Available at your 

local water district offices and the Planning Division 
offices. 

 
   b. The Unthirsty One Hundred  
    Reprint from Sunset Magazine - October 1988 
    Lane Publishing Company 
    Menlo Park, California 94025 
 
17.60.60 Landscape Maintenance 
 
 A. Landscape Maintenance. Landscaping shall be continuously maintained 

(watering, fertilizing, weeding, mowing, trash pick-up, and pruning) by 
the landowner or the lessor of new and existing development in 
accordance with the following: 

 
  1. Sites shall be kept clean and attractive at all times. Weeds and 

trash (windblown or otherwise) shall not be allowed to 
accumulate on the site. 

 
  2. Living plant material shall receive sufficient water and 

fertilization to maintain health and vigor and shall, to the 
maximum extent possible, be allowed to attain its natural mature 
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size and shape. 
 
  3. Pruning and mowing shall be used to maintain plant health and 

vigor while enhancing its form and structure. Cropping trees, 
unless necessary to protect traffic safety or overhead power lines, 
is prohibited. 

 
   Pruning and mowing will conform to the commonly used 

standards for each species; however, in no case will the 
landscape areas be allowed to become overgrown. Examples of 
overgrown landscape material include: 

 
   a. Lawn grass species: Plants which have established seed 

heads, lawns that have become thatched and matted, 
have become infested with herbaceous weeds, or exceed 
eight (8) inches in height. 

 
   b. Shrubs and decorative grasses: Plants that have grown so 

large as to block natural light from entering windows, 
extend over property lines, extend over roof peaks or 
eaves, or are causing the strangulation of other plants. 

 
   c. Trees: Plants which display sucker growth, have grown 

to a height or canopy width which impairs the normal 
illumination of street lights, extend over property lines, 
interfere with overhead lines or impact public property. 

 
  4. All dead or obviously unhealthy plant material shall be replaced 

in an expeditious manner with material equal to that which was 
originally specified on the approved landscape plan. 

 
  5. Bare spots in lawns or planters shall be promptly revegetated. 
 
  6. Customary maintenance shall include provision of adequate 

irrigation, based on the micro-climate, and regular application of 
fertilizer, based on the needs of the plant. 

 
  7. All property owners shall be responsible for maintenance of 

parkway areas within the public right-of-way adjacent to their 
properties, except those areas outside of a six-foot high block 
wall or solid fence. 

 
 B. Landscape Guarantee 
 
  1. The owner or developer shall, prior to the issuance of a 

certificate of occupancy, evidence that all plant materials are 
guaranteed for a minimum period of sixty (60) days from the 
date of final approval of the installation of the landscaping. 
Terms of the guarantee shall also specify that any plant materials 
which are not approved prior to October 1st of the calendar year 
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in which they are installed shall be further guaranteed until May 
20th of the following calendar year. 

 
  2. Trees, shrubs, vines, ground cover, and turf which have to be 

replaced under terms of the guarantee shall be guaranteed for an 
additional sixty (60) days from the date of replacement. 

 
  3. All plant materials requiring replacement under the conditions of 

the contractors guarantee shall be replaced within ten (10) 
working days from the date of written notification. 

 
 C. Existing Landscaping 
 
  1. Maintenance. Required landscape areas, existing at the time of 

adoption of this Ordinance, shall be maintained in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 17.60.60.A above. 

 
  2. Prevention of Wasted Water. Existing developments shall, 

through improvements to its irrigation system and landscaped 
areas, prevent water waste resulting from inefficient landscape 
irrigation, run-off, low head drainage, overspray, or other similar 
conditions where water flows onto adjacent property, 
nonirrigated areas, walks, roadways, or structures. 

 
17.60.70 Water Conservation 

 
A. Definitions 

 
1. Acre-foot of water – that quantity of water required to cover (1) 

acre of land one (1) foot deep, or three hundred twenty-five 
thousand, eight hundred fifty-one (325,851) gallons. 

 
2. Active recreational area – an area designated and primarily 

used for organized sports, including, without limitation, softball, 
baseball, football, soccer or a similar related sport, including all 
amenities related to the activity. 

 
3. Body of water – any artificially constructed lake, pond, or 

lagoon, regardless of size. 
 

4. City – the City of Adelanto 
 

5. Controller – a mechanical timer capable of operating valve 
stations to set days, length of time, and frequency of water 
application. 

 
6. Escaped water – the pumping, flow release, escape, or leakage 

of any water from any pipe, valve, faucet, connection, diversion 
berm, well, or any facility for the purposes of water supply, 
transport, storage, disposal, or delivery onto adjacent property or 
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public right-of-way. 
 

7. Excess runoff – water accumulation on streets, gutters, 
neighboring properties, or other areas in an amount sufficient to 
cause flow. 

 
8. Manager – the City Manager or the City Manager’s designee. 

 
9. Lot – a legally created parcel of land occupied or intended for 

occupancy by one (1) main building together with its accessory 
buildings, and uses customarily incidental to it, including the 
open space required by the City’s zoning ordinance, and having 
it’s principal frontage upon a street as defined in the City’s 
zoning ordinance. 

 
10. Model home – a facility used exclusively for the promotion and 

sale of homes similar to the model. 
 

11. Person – an individual, corporation, partnership, incorporated 
association, or any other similar entity. 

 
12. Public water system – any publicly or privately owned network 

of pipes, conduits, wells, reservoirs, holding tanks, and other 
components, including any combination thereof, which supplies 
water to water users, who are charged a fee of any kind or nature 
for such purpose, or which is designed to supply water or is 
capable of supplying water to water users for a fee, and includes 
any such system whether it is operated under the regulatory 
authority of the City of Adelanto, but does not include any 
irrigation company or district whose primary purpose is to 
supply water for farming. 

 
13. Residential development – the development of any type of 

dwelling unit or units suitable or designed for human habitation, 
including, but not limited to, single family homes, 
condominiums, or manufactured homes, but not including hotels, 
motels, licensed convalescent homes, commercially operated 
retirement homes, time share units, or the like.  “Residential 
development” shall not include remodeling or reconstruction 
where no new dwelling unit is created. 

 
14. Right of way – land which by deed, conveyance, agreement, 

easement, dedication, usage, or process of law is reserved for or 
dedicated to the general public for street, highway, alley, public 
utility, or pedestrian walkway purposes. 

 
15. Turf – a surface layer of earth containing grass with its roots. 

 
16. Turf-related facility – a school, public recreational facility, 

cemetery, golf course, industrial park, or common area of a 
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housing development that applies water from any source, 
including effluent. 

 
17. Water-intensive landscape – an area of land that is watered 

with a permanent water application system and planted primarily 
with plants not listed in Section H “Approved Plant List”.  
Included is the total surface area of all water features (i.e. 
swimming pools of any size, fountains, ponds, water courses, 
waterfalls, and other artificial water structures) filled or refilled 
with water from any source. 

 
18. Water purveyor – the owner or operator of a public water 

system. 
 

19. Water user – those persons, customers, and properties served by 
a water purveyor within the incorporated boundaries of the City. 

 
20. Water waste – the indiscriminate use or excessive dissipation of 

water, which is unproductive or does not reasonably sustain life 
or economic benefits. 

 
B. Application of Section 

 
The provisions of this chapter shall apply to all water users.  Any new 
single family residential development that is in Final Map check or has 
submitted Street Improvement Plans at the time this Ordinance is 
adopted is exempt from these regulations. 
 
1. resulting from fire fighting, hydrant flushing, or fire training 

activities; or 
 

2. necessary to prevent or abate threats to the public health or 
safety; or 

 
3. from routine maintenance of any public water system or from 

temporary water system failures or malfunctions; or 
 

4. from water users engaged in landscape irrigation with treated 
wastewater, effluent, grey water, or other nonpotable water. 

 
5. drought tolerant plants as outlined in Section 17.60.80. 

 
C. Prohibited Water Uses and Water Waste 
 

The restrictions or prohibitions in this chapter shall not apply to water 
use, runoff, or flow. 

 
1. It shall be unlawful for any water user of a public water system 

to knowingly allow water waste at any location or premises 
within the City limits after having been served with a notice of 
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violation, pursuant to Section 17.60.70.C for wasting water from 
the same location or premises. 

 
2. It shall be unlawful for any owner, occupier, or manager of real 

property within the City to knowingly allow water waste at any 
such real property after having been served with a notice of 
violation, pursuant to Section 17.60.70.C for wasting water from 
the same location or premises. 

 
3. It shall be unlawful for any water user within the City to 

knowingly make, cause, use, or permit the use of water for 
residential, commercial, industrial, agricultural, or any other 
purpose in a manner contrary to any provision of this chapter. 

 
4. It shall be unlawful for any water user to cause or permit any 

water furnished to any property within the City to run or to 
escape from any hose, pipe, valve, faucet, sprinkler, or irrigation 
device onto any sidewalk, street, or gutter or to otherwise escape 
from the property, if such running or escaping can reasonably be 
prevented. 

 
5. It shall be unlawful for any water user to wash any vehicle, 

equipment, or other object, or any driveway, parking lot, 
sidewalk, street, or other paved surface, in any manner 
permitting the continuous flow of water for more than five 
minutes. 

 
6. Commercial and noncommercial watering of turf, ground cover, 

open ground, shrubbery, crops, gardens, and trees, including 
agricultural irrigation, in a manner or to an extent which allows 
substantial amounts or excess runoff shall not be permitted.  A 
minimum amount of runoff, which is a natural consequence of 
conservative watering, either by hand or by mechanical or 
automated sprinkling facilities, is permitted, so long as such 
runoff does not amount to excess runoff as defined in this 
Chapter. 

 
7. It shall be unlawful for any water user to permit the excess use, 

loss, or escape or water through breaks, leaks, or other 
malfunctions in the water user’s plumbing or distribution system 
for any period of time after such escape of water should have 
reasonably been discovered and corrected. 

 
8. It shall be unlawful for any water user to willfully or negligently 

permit or cause the escape or flow of irrigation water in such 
quantity as to cause flooding, impede vehicular or pedestrian 
traffic, create a hazardous condition to such traffic, or cause 
damage to public or private rights of way through failure or 
neglect to properly operate or maintain any irrigation structure, 
delivery ditch, or waste ditch. 
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9. It shall be unlawful for any water user to water or permit the 

watering of water intensive landscape or turf at time other than 
as authorized by the water purveyor. 

 
10. It shall be unlawful for any water user to willfully or negligently 

fail to accept irrigation water after it has been ordered. 
 

D. Limitation on water intensive landscape and turf areas within new 
nonresidential facilities 

 
The following types of facilities shall limit the water intensive landscape 
and turf within the landscaped area to the following percentages of the 
total lot area, and all remaining landscaped area shall consist of plants 
listed in Section 17.60.80: 
 
1. Churches.  Twenty percent (20%) of total lot area. 

 
2. Resorts, including hotels and motels.  See Table 17.60.40-A 

(Permitted Turf Area). 
 

3. Commercial and industrial uses.  See Table 17.60.40-A 
(Permitted Turf Area). 

 
4. Active recreational areas shall not be considered in calculating 

the percentage of the total lot area and shall not be considered in 
determining compliance with this Section. 

 
5. No water intensive landscape or turf shall be permitted in any 

right of way. 
 

6. No water features (ponds, fountains, etc.) shall be allowed 
without proof that the feature is utilizing water conservation 
measures such as recirculated water. 

 
E. Limitations on model home and new residential development 

landscaping 
 

1. Developers are required to provide front and street side yard 
landscaping to all new developments prior to the issuance of a 
Certificate of Occupancy.  All new model homes and new 
residential development shall limit water intensive landscape and 
turf area to the following percentage of the total lot area, and all 
remaining landscaped area shall consist of plants listed in 
Section 17.60.80: 

 
a. Front yard and street side yards.  Twenty percent (20%) 

of the total front/street side yard area.  (Total yard area 
of single family residences include any hardscape areas 
such as driveways and walkways.) 
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b. Rear yard.  No limitations. 

 
1. Common areas in residential developments.  Ten percent (10%) 

of the first acre and five percent (5%) of each additional acre up 
to five (5) acres.  Residential developments larger than five (5) 
acres shall not plant any additional water intensive landscape and 
turf in common areas. 

 
2. Each model home complex shall include at least one plan with 

no turf.  This no-turf option shall be offered as an option to the 
home buyer. 

 
3. Water intensive landscape or turf is not limited in rear yards, but 

is strongly  encouraged. 
 

4. No water intensive landscape or turf shall be permitted in any 
right of way. 

 
5. No water features (ponds, fountains, etc.) shall be allowed 

without proof that the feature is utilizing water conservation 
measures such as recirculated water. 

 
Any modification to the landscaping that results in a proven reduction of 
water use may be used to obtain greater flexibility in the minimum turf 
area allowed.  Methods used to reduce water use may include:  satellite 
sprinkler systems, elimination of surface runoff, and/or the use of 
reclaimed water.   

 
F. Public education during drought 
 

The City will use intensive public education to assist water users 
impacted by the drought to understand the City’s need for voluntary 
compliance.  In addition to education, the City may use enforcement 
measures to curb water misuse. 

 
G. Drought management plan implementation 
 

1. The City Council shall promulgate a drought management plan 
containing regulations setting forth the criteria for 
implementation and termination of various water use reduction 
stages. 

 
2. The City Council is authorized to declare a drought, and to 

implement a drought management plan, in response to events 
including, but not limited to, the following:  reductions in supply 
from the Mojave Water Agency or Adelanto Public Utilities 
Authority, or when an insufficient supply appears likely due to 
water system limitations or structural failure. 
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3. Such declaration may designate the entire area of the City, or a 
portion of it if the shortage is not Citywide. 

 
4. The City Council may terminate the drought declaration when he 

or she determines that the events that triggered the drought no 
longer exist. 

 
H. Notification and publication of drought management plan 
 

If the City Council determines that the health and safety of the City 
dictate implementing the drought management plan, notification shall be 
published in a paper of general circulation, to educate the public about 
the need for the plan, and give them notice of conservation regulations 
and requirements of the applicable stage of the plan.  A copy of the 
drought management plan shall also be available for inspection at the 
City Clerk’s office. 

 
I. Enforcement of drought management plan 
 

1. The City Manager or his or her designee shall have authority to 
take actions to enforce any mandatory elements that are part of 
drought management plans. 

 
2. A written notice shall be placed on the property when a first 

violation occurs, and a duplicate mailed to the person who is 
responsible for the service to the property where the violation 
took place.  The notice shall describe the violation and order that 
it be abated immediately. 

 
3. For subsequent violations, the City will issue citations and fines 

according to the provisions of this Chapter. 
 

4. Funds generated by the fines under this Section shall be used to 
mitigate the impact of the drought. 

 
J. Variances from drought management plan 
 

Variances to drought management plan provisions may be granted at the 
discretion of the City Manager or his or her designee.  Applicants for a 
variance must apply in writing to the City Manager or his or her 
designee, and demonstrate special circumstances such as health and 
safety needs or obligation of contract. 

  
K. Limited exemption to restrictions for users of reclaimed water 
 

To the extent they are exempt from the drought management plan, users 
of reclaimed or recycled water shall clearly post notices stating that the 
water being used is not potable and not from the public drinking water 
supply, and is in conformance to the drought management plan in force 
at the time. 
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L. Violations 
 

1. For a first violation of any provision of this chapter, the City 
shall issue a written notice of first violation and provide the 
violator with educational materials on water conservation, 
including a copy of the relevant provisions of this chapter.  The 
City shall give the water user a reasonable period of time to 
correct the violation.  Failure to correct the violation within a 
reasonable period of time shall constitute a second violation. 

 
2. For a second violation of any provision of this chapter, the City 

shall issue a written notice of second violation to the water user 
imposing a fine in the amount not to exceed that outlined in the 
City of Adelanto Municipal Code and requiring immediate 
correction of the violation. 

 
3. For a third violation of any provision of this section, the City 

shall issue a written notice of third violation to the water user 
imposing a fine in an amount not to exceed that outlined in the 
City of Adelanto Municipal Code and requiring immediate 
correction of the violation. 

 
4. For a fourth or subsequent violation of this Section, the City 

shall impose a fine in an amount not to that outlined in the City 
of Adelanto Municipal Code.  The fourth and each subsequent 
violation of this chapter shall be deemed a public nuisance, 
which may be abated pursuant to the procedures provided in the 
City of Adelanto Municipal Code. 

 
5. Any fine imposed under this Section shall be collected in 

accordance with the procedures provided in the City of Adelanto 
Municipal Code.  Failure to pay any portion of a water user’s 
account, including any fines imposed pursuant to this Section, 
shall subject said account to termination of water service in 
accordance with the provisions of this Section. 

 
6. In addition to the remedies set forth above, the City may seize 

equipment, line, fountains, and other devices which are operated 
in violation of this Chapter, until the fine is paid.  The City may 
dispose of these items if the fine is not paid in six (6) months 
from the date the equipment was confiscated. 

 
M. Right to hearing 
 

Any water user against whom a penalty is levied under this chapter 
shall have a right to a hearing before the City Manager of the City 
Manager’s designee. 
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17.60.80 Approved Plant List 
 

CITY OF ADELANTO 
WATER CONSERVING PLANTS FOR THE HIGH DESERT 

 
LEGEND: D = Drought Tolerant 
 M = Moderate Water Use 
 
  1. Vines 
 M Antigonon leptopus ............................................................................................... Queen's Wreath 
 M Campsis radicans................................................................................................. Trumpet Creeper 
 M Gelsemium sempervirens .................................................................................... Carolina Jasmine 
 M Hedera helix ................................................................................................................. English Ivy 
 M Jasminum mesnyi .................................................................................................. Yellow Jasmine 
 M Lonicera japonica 'Halliana' .............................................................................Hall's Honeysuckle 
 M/D Macfadyena ungis-cati ............................................................................................ Cat Claw Vine 
 M/D Parthenocissus quinquefolia.................................................................................Virginia Creeper 
 M Rosa banksiae.....................................................................................................Lady Bank's Rose 
 M Wisteria floribunda............................................................................................. Japanese Wisteria 
 
  2. Ground  
 M/D Acacia redolens .................................................................................................... Prostrate Acacia 
 D Atriplex semibacata......................................................................................................... Salt Bush 
 M/D Buccharis pilularis 'Twin Peaks' ................................................................................Coyote Bush 
 D Cerastium tomentoseum...................................................................................... Snow-in-summer 
 M/D Convolvulus mauritanicus......................................................................... Ground Morning Glory 
 D Dalea graggii ................................................................................................. Trailing Indigo Bush 
 M Euonymus fortunei ................................................................................................. Winter Creeper 
 M/D Festuca ovina glauca ................................................................................................... Blue Fescue 
 M/D Gazinia rigens 'Copper King' .............................................................................................Gazania 
 M Lirope muscari .................................................................................................................Lily Turf 
 D Oenothern berlandieri........................................................................................ Mexican Primrose 
 M Ophiopogon japonicus .............................................................................................. Mondo Grass 
 M/D Pyrocantha coccinea 'Low Boy' .......................................................................................Firethorn 
 M/D Teucrium chamaedrys ...................................................................................................Germander 
 M/D Verbena rigida................................................................................................................... Verbena 
 M Vinca major................................................................................................................... Periwinkle 
 M V. minor ............................................................................................................. Dwarf Periwinkle 
 
  3. Trees 
 D Acacia constricta ...............................................................................................Whitethorn Acacia 
 D A. greggii ...............................................................................................................Catclaw Acacia 
 D Ailathus altissima...................................................................................................Tree of Heaven 
 M Albizzia jullibrissin ............................................................................................Silk Tree/Mimosa 
 M/D Arbutus unedoq .....................................................................................................Strawberry Tree 
 M/D Calocedrus decurrens ............................................................................................... Insense Cedar 
 M Cauarina stricta ................................................................................................Beefwood/She Oak 
 D Catalpa speciosa ................................................................................................... Western Catalpa 
 M Chitalpa (Chiolopsis linearis X Catalpa bignonioides) 
 M Cedrus atlantica............................................................................................................Atlas Cedar 
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 M C. deodora ................................................................................................................ Deodar Cedar 
 D Celtis pallida ...................................................................................................... Desert Hackberry 
 M/D C. reticulata ......................................................................................................Western Hackberry 
 D Cercidium Floridum............................................................................................. Blue Palo Verde 
 D C. microphyllum .........................................................................................Little Leaf Palo Verde 
 M/D Cercis occidentalis ...............................................................................................Western Redbud 
 M Chamaerops humulis............................................................................... Mediterranean Fan Palm 
 D Chilopsis linearis..................................................................................................... Desert Willow 
 D Cupressus arizonica.............................................................................................. Arizona Cypress 
 D Cotinus coggygria ....................................................................................................... Smoke Tree 
 D Cupressus glabra .................................................................................................. Arizona Cypress 
 D C. sempervirens.......................................................................................................Italian Cypress 
 D Elaeagnus angustifolia ............................................................................................. Russian Olive 
 M Eriobotrya japonica ............................................................................................................. Loquat 
 D Eucalyptus cinerea ............................................................................................ Silver Dollar Gum 
 D E. gunnii ........................................................................................................................Cider Gum 
 D E. microtheca ...........................................................................................................Coolibah Tree 
 D E. nicholii ............................................................................................... Willow Lead Peppermint 
 D E. pulverulenta .............................................................................................Silver Mountain Gum 
 M/D Fraxinus velutina........................................................................................................ Arizona Ash 
 M/D F.v. 'Modesto' ............................................................................................................ Modesto Ash 
 M/D F.v. 'Rio Grande' ........................................................................................................Fan-Tex Ash 
 D Fremontodendron californicum..................................................................................Flannel Bush 
 M Gleditsia triacanthos................................................................................................. Honey Locust 
 M G.t. 'Sunburst' ................................................................................................................... Sunburst 
 D Heteromeles arbutifolia.............................................................................Toyon/California Holly 
 M/D Koelreuteria paniculata ...................................................................................... Golden Rain Tree 
 M/D Lagerstromeia indica................................................................................................. Crape Myrtle 
 M/D Melia azedarach ............................................................................................................Chinaberry 
 M Morus alba........................................................................................................Fruitless Mullberry 
 M/D Nerium oleander............................................................................................................... Oleander 
 M/D  Olea eruopaea........................................................................................................European Olive 
 D Parkinsonia aculeata.......................................................................................Mexican Palo Verde 
 M Photinia fraseri ..................................................................................................... Fraser's Photinia 
 M/D Pinus eldarica ............................................................................................................. Mondel Pine 
 M/D P. halepensis................................................................................................................Aleppo Pine 
 M/D P. edulis........................................................................................................................ Pinion Pine 
 M/D P. pinea............................................................................................................... Italian Stone Pine 
 M/D P. roxburghii.....................................................................................................................Chir Pine 
 M/D P. thunbergiana............................................................................................... Japanese Black Pine 
 D Pistachio atlantica ............................................................................................. Mt. Atlas Pistache 
 M Platanus acerfolia ............................................................................................. London Plane Tree 
 M R. pacemosa ...................................................................................................California Sycamore 
 D Prosopis species ...............................................................................................................Mesquite 
 D Prunis ilicifolia .....................................................................................................Hollyleaf Cherry 
 M P. caroliniana.........................................................................................................Carolina Cherry 
 M. P. cerasifera 'Autopurpurea' ................................................................................Purple Leaf Plum 
 M P. persica ..............................................................................................................Flowering Peach 
 M/D Punica granatum.........................................................................................................Pomegranate 
 M Pyrus kawakamii .................................................................................................... Evergreen Pear 
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 D Quercus dumosa.............................................................................................................Scrub Oak 
 M Q. ilex.............................................................................................................................Holly Oak 
 M Q. lobata ....................................................................................................................... Valley Oak 
 M Q. palustris .........................................................................................................................Pin Oak 
 M Q. suber ........................................................................................................................... Cork Oak 
 M/D Robinia ambigua 'Idahoensis'.....................................................................................Idaho Locust 
 D R. Pseudoacacia .........................................................................................................Black Locust 
 M Sambucus mexicana ........................................................................................Mexican Elderberry 
 M Sequoiadendron giganteium..................................................................................... Giant Sequoia 
 D Sophora secundiflora................................................................................. Texas Mountain Laurel 
 M/D Trachycarpus fortunei .......................................................................................... Windmille Palm 
 M/D Vauquelinia californica ..................................................................................................Rosewood 
 M/D Vitex agnus-castus .......................................................................................................Chaste Tree 
 M/D Washingtonia filifera...................................................................................... California Fan Palm 
 M/D W. robusta .......................................................................................................... Mexian Fan Palm 
 D Yucca brevifolia ...........................................................................................................Joshua Tree 
 M/D Zelkova Serrata .................................................................................................. Japanese Zelkova 
 M/D Ziziphus jujuba.......................................................................................................... Chinese Date 
 
  4. Shrubs 
 M Abelia grandiflora .................................................................................................... Glossy Abelia 
 M A.g. 'Prostrata' ............................................................................................................Dwarf abelia 
 D Agave americana.......................................................................................................Century plant 
 D Aloe saponaria............................................................................................................African Aloe 
 M/D Arctostaphylos hookerii ................................................................................ Monterey Manzanita 
 D Atriplex canescens ........................................................................................ Four-wing Salt Bush 
 D A. lentiformis ................................................................................................................Quail Bush 
 D A.l. 'Breweri' ......................................................................................................Brewer's Saltbush 
 D Daccharis sarthroides ............................................................................................... Desert Broom 
 M Buxus microphylla ........................................................................................... Japanese Boxwood 
 D Caesalpinia gilliessi....................................................................................Desert Bird of paradise 
 D Calliandra eriophulla...................................................................................................Fairy Duster 
 D Cassia Wislizeni ...................................................................................................... Shrubby senna 
 D Cistus species ...................................................................................................................Rockrose 
 M/D Convolvulus species...................................................................................... Bush Morning Glory 
 D Cortaderia selloana................................................................................................... Pampas Grass 
 M Cotoneaster horizontalis..................................................................................... Rock Cotoneaster 
 M C. microphyllus ..........................................................................................Rockspray Cotoneaster 
 M C. lacteus..........................................................................................................Parney Cotoneaster 
 D Dasylirion wheeleri ................................................................................................... Desert Spoon 
 D Dendromecon rigida.................................................................................................... Bush Poppy 
 D Elaeagnus pungens........................................................................................................Silverberry 
 D Eriogonum species ........................................................................................................Buckwheat 
 M Euonymus Species ....................................................................................... Evergreen Euonymus 
 M Fatsia japonica........................................................................................................Japanese Aralia 
 D Ferocactus species......................................................................................................Barrel cactus 
 D Fouquieria splendens..........................................................................................................Ocotilla 
 D Hesperaloe englemanii .................................................................................................. Red Yucca 
 M/D Hibiscus syriacus.................................................................................................... Rose of Sharon 
 M Ilex cornuta "Burfordii' ............................................................................................. Buford Holly 
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 M/D Ilex vomitoria .............................................................................................................Yapon Holly 
 M/D Juniperus species................................................................................................................. Juniper 
 D Larrea tridentata ...................................................................................................... Creosote Bush 
 D Lavendula species ............................................................................................................Lavender 
 D Leucophyllum frutescens ..........................................................................................Texas Ranger 
 M Ligustrum texanum .............................................................................................. Wax Leaf Privet 
 D Lycium species...........................................................................................................Desert Thorn 
 M/D Mahonia aquifolium................................................................................................. Oregon Grape 
 M Myrtus communis ....................................................................................................... True Myrtle 
 M M.c. Compacta ..........................................................................................................Dwarf Myrtle 
 M M.c. 'Boetica'.......................................................................................................... Twisted Myrtle 
 M/D Nandina domestica ............................................................................................Heavenly Bamboo 
 M/D N.d. 'Nana' .............................................................................................................. Dwarf Nandina 
 M/D Nerium oleander............................................................................................................... Oleander 
 D Opuntia species ........................................................................... Prickley Pear and Cholla Cactus 
 M Osmanthus fragrans..................................................................................................... Sweet Olive 
 D Pennisetum species ................................................................................................ Fountain Grass 
 D Penstemon species.................................................................................................... Beard Tongue 
 M Photinia fraseri ..................................................................................................... Fraser's Photinia 
 M P. serrulata............................................................................................................Chinese Photinia 
 M Pittosporum tobira.....................................................................................................Mock Orange 
 M P.t. 'Wheeler's Dwarf' ...........................................................................................Wheeler's Dwarf 
 D Teucrium fruticans ...............................................................................................Bush Germander 
 M/D Puracantha species ...........................................................................................................Firethorn 
 M Raphiolepis indica................................................................................................Indian Hawthorn 
 D Romneya coulteri ....................................................................................................Matilija Poppy 
 D Phus ovata ......................................................................................................................Sugarbush 
 M/D Rosmarinus officinalis .......................................................................................... Bush Rosemary 
 M/D R. prostratus ........................................................................................................ Dwarf Rosemary 
 D Santolina chamaecyparissus.................................................................................Lavander Cotton 
 D S. virens.................................................................................................................Green Santolina 
 D Salvia dorrii................................................................................................................Mojave Sage 
 M/D Syringa vulgaris ......................................................................................................Common Lilac 
 D Yucca alofolia ......................................................................................................Spanish Bayonet 
 D Y. schidigera ........................................................................................................... Mojave Yucca 
 D Y. Whipplei ....................................................................................................... Our Lord's Candle 
 D Zauschneria california....................................................................................... California Fuchsia 
(Ord. 441, January 2006) 
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CHAPTER 8.20 

WATER CONSERVATION PLAN 

Sections: 

      8.20.010     Findings 

      8.20.020     Purpose 

      8.20.030     Water Regulations 

      8.20.040     Exceptions 

      8.20.050     Penalties; Fine 

      8.20.060     Violations of Chapter Declared a Nuisance 

8.20.010  Findings. 

The City Council finds that by reason of the overdraft of the water table from which the City takes its 
domestic water supply, and because of the current problem existing with respect to the over use of the waste 
of water in connection with the irrigation of landscape and other outdoor vegetation, lawns and other growth, 
it is necessary to adopt and enforce a water conservation plan to conserve the water supplies of the City for 
the greatest public benefit with particular regard to domestic use, sanitation, and fire protection; and it is the 
intent of the City Council to achieve at least an approximately ten percent (10%) reduction in water use. 

8.20.020  Purpose. 

The City finds that certain water uses regulated or prohibited in this Chapter are non-essential and if allowed 
would constitute waste of water. 

8.20.030  Water Regulations. 

     A.     No water user within the City shall knowingly make, cause, use, or permit the use of water for 
residential, commercial, industrial, agricultural or any other purpose in the manner contrary to any provision 
of this Chapter and the City’s Landscape Water Conservation Ordinance. 

     B.     All water users in the City shall abide by the following water conservation measures: 

          1.     The use of water for any purpose shall not result in flooding or unnecessary runoff in gutters, 
driveways, streets or adjacent lands. 

          2.     Lawns, trees, shrubs, and other landscaping shall not be watered beyond what they need for 



growth and to sustain life, and water shall not be permitted to pool or to run off property onto streets or 
adjacent land. 

          3.     Sidewalks, walkways, driveways, parking areas, patios, porches or verandas or any other like area 
shall not be washed off with water from hoses or by any other means.  The exception to this shall be the 
washing of flammable or other similar dangerous substances that require direct hose flushing using 
recognized safety control measures for the benefit of the public health and safety.  Notification to the City of 
such wash down is required. 

          4.     Water, sprinkling, aerial watering or irrigating of any landscaped or vegetated areas, including 
lawns, trees, shrubs, grass, ground cover, plants, vines, gardens, vegetables, flowers, or other landscaping 
shall not occur between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. during the months of April through September; 
provided, however, that these restrictions shall not apply to hand-held hose or drip irrigation systems or to 
establishment of new lawns, landscaping, or gardens. 

          5.     Non-commercial washing of privately owned vehicles, trailers, motor homes, buses, boats and 
mobile homes is prohibited except from a bucket, and except that a hose equipped with an automatic shut-off 
nozzle may be used for a quick rinse. 

          6.     Water shall not be used to clean, fill, operate or maintain levels in decorative fountains unless 
such water is for replenishment of a recycling system. 

          7.     Water lines, faucets, and other facilities shall be maintained so that they do not leak water.  
Existing leaks shall be repaired in a timely manner. 

          8.     Restaurants, other food establishments, or other public places where food is served, shall not 
routinely provide glasses of drinking water to customers unless specifically requested by the customer. 

          9.     Water for construction purposes including, but not limited to, debrushing of vacant land, 
compaction of fills and pads, trench backfill and other construction uses, shall be used in an efficient 
manner.  The use of aerial type sprinklers is not recommended but, if used, shall not be operated between the 
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. 

          10.     All new residential, commercial and industrial construction shall be equipped with low-flush 
toilets and low-flow showers and faucets. 

          11.     Water used for cooling systems must be recycled to the extent possible. 

          12.     Evaporation resistant covers are required for all new swimming pools and hot tubs and are 
encouraged to be installed for existing pools.  The covers required by this Chapter shall, at the time of 
purchase, installation and all subsequent maintenance, meet or exceed current standards and specifications 
for swimming pool, spa and hot tub covers adopted by the American Society for Testing and Materials 
(ASTM). 

          13.     Hotels/motels are required to post a notice in substantially the form provided by the City urging 
guests to conserve water. 

          14.     All current and future water customers are encouraged to install flow restrictors or pressure 
reducers and to install toilet tank displacement devices (dams, bottles or bags), and as appliances or fixtures 
wear out, replace them with water-saving models. 

          15.     Parks, schools, golf courses, cemeteries, school grounds and all public use lands shall not irrigate 
between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. during the months of April through September inclusive and 



are encouraged to use water conservation irrigation equipment. 

          16.     The use of drought tolerant or native plant material is encouraged for exterior landscaping in all 
new residential construction, and required for new commercial and industrial construction. 

          17.     The use of low precipitation sprinkler heads, bubblers, drip irrigation and timing devices are 
required in the exterior landscaping in all new residential, commercial and industrial construction. 

          18.     At least fifty percent (50%) of all new model homes shall include as a part of the exterior 
landscape development low water use, drought-tolerant or native plants. 

          19.     Projects, including Commercial and Planned Unit Developments, which utilize recycled water 
from sewage treatment or agricultural operations, may receive an exemption from Subsections 15. through 
18. of this Section by approval of the City Council. 

8.20.040  Exceptions. 

The prohibited or restricted uses of water under this Chapter shall not be applicable in those instances when 
the City Manager or his/her designee finds:  (1) the use is essential to avoid an undue hardship for a water 
user; (2) special circumstances exist for a particular water user, as distinguished from other water users, 
which justify allowing an exception; (3) the use is essential for required government or public utility services, 
including but not limited to police protection, fire protection, sanitation, and other critical or emergency 
services; or (4) the use is essential to maintain the public health and safety. 

8.20.050  Penalties; Fine. 

     A.     Any person who violates any provision or who fails to comply with any of the requirement of this 
Chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished in accordance with 
the provisions of Chapter 1.20 of this Code. 

     B.     In addition to, and separate from the criminal sanctions set forth above, the first violation of 
provisions regarding storage, placement and removal of residential solid waste containers and receptacles 
(Sections 8.01.100.B. and 8.01.310.J.) shall receive a written warning; for subsequent violations at the same 
address, a twenty dollar ($20.00) civil fine shall be imposed and collected through the Water and Sanitation 
bill. 

8.20.060  Violations of Chapter Declared a Nuisance. 

All violations of any portion of this Chapter are declared to be a public nuisance and may be abated as such 
in the manner provided by law and pursuant to Chapters 1.20 and 8.25 of this Code. 

Disclaimer: 
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